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Rally Against Israeli Piracy Held in Winnipeg

Over 150 peoplerallied at the four corners of Broadway and Osborne on Friday, June 4 to oppose Israel’s blockade of
Gaza and its killing of nine human rights activists, part of the Gaza Freedom Flotilla (see editorial). A large banner
proclaimed “Enough is Enough. End the blockade of Gaza. End Israeli Apartheid”. Thousands of leaflets were
handed out during the busy rush hour, and hundreds of passing cars honked in support. The rally was organized by
Peace Alliance Winnipeg, Canada-Pal estine Support Network-Winnipeg and | ndependent Jewish Voices.

Editorial

The World Must Put an End to Israeli
Piracy and Terrorism

On May 30 the Israeli navy hijacked the six-
vesse GazaFreedom Fatillain international waters.
Israeli commandos boarded the Turkish vessel MV
Mavi Marmara, thelargest of the shipsintheflctilla,
killing at least nine activists and wounding over 60.
Six activistsarereportedly still missing. Activists

have reported that the commandos were dropped
from helicopters and were shooting people asthey
landed on deck. Several of thedainwere shot inthe
back of the head. The Isragli forcestowed the ships
to Israel and imprisoned the approximately 700

See page 4: Israeli Piracy
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Israel’s Nuclear Double Standard

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
defending the criminal attack on the Gaza Freedom
Flotilla, told aCBC reporter that “1srael cannot be
held to ahigher standard than other nations.” Indeed,
according to Israel, it must be held to amuch lower
standard than other nations. Specifically, Israel
clamsthat for security reasons, it cannot sign the
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). On May
29, Isradl rejected aunanimous resolution by all 189
NPT signatoriesthat it sign the pact and make its
atomic facilities subject to inspection by the United
Nations.

Israel, while never acknowledging openly it has
nuclear weapons, iswidely known to have alarge
stockpile of nuclear armsand isthe only statein the
Middle East which has not signed the NPT.
According to awebsitefunded by apro-Isragli lobby
organization, Isragl’s" nuanced” position on nuclear
arms is necessary because “as long as Israel’s
security isunder constant threet, Isragl will not agree
to atreaty that weakensitsdefence.” Thewebsite
further argues “|srael needs a strategic deterrence
capability becauseit is surrounded by much larger
neighboursthat are hostileto its very existence. ...”
Despitethelr very real security concerns, however,
both Irag and Iran, countries which have been
subject to crippling sanctions, international threats
and in the case of Iraq a U.S.-led invasion and

overthrow of its government, over their nuclear
programs, have both signed the NPT.

The resolution also singled out Israel for
participationin a2012 conferencethat will discussa
nuclear freeMiddle East. Israel immediady rgected
theides, issuing an official statement declaring“Asa
non-signatory state of the NPT, Israel isnot obligated
by the decisions of this conference, which has no
authority over Isradl.”

Instead of dealing with Israel’s own nuclear
arsend, Netanyahu instead ingsted the probleminthe
Middle East is the countries who have signed the
NPT but who are somehow bamboozling
international weapons inspectors and secretly
developing their own nuclear weapons. The NPT
doesdlow for the development of nuclear technology
for civilian purposes, and despite the fear campaign
against both Iran and Irag, thereisno evidence that
either nation has been actively working to develop
nuclear weapons. Indeed, the so-called evidence
that Iraq was attempting to devel op nuclear weapons
that was used tojustify the U.S. invasionin 2003 was
found to be completely fraudulent.

Still, Netanyahu called the resolution and
proposed conference “flawed” and “hypocritical”,
because it singled out Israel. 1t would almost be
funny if itwasn't soridiculous: itislsragl which has
sngleditself out by refusingto sgnthe NPT,

Gaza: Embargoed Items

Compiled by the Pal estinian human rights organization, Gisha, thelist below is of items prohibited from
entering Gaza. Gishanotesthelist ispartia, approximate and changes. Gishaidentifiesitemsbanned based on
information from Palestinian traders and businesspeopl e, international organizations and the Palestinian
Coordination Committee. However, some of the banned items are permitted inif they are for use by an
international organization. Gishanotes: “Itisnot possibleto verify thislist with thelsragli authorities because
they refuseto discloseinformation regarding the trestrictions on transferring goods into Gaza.”

Prohibited items:

Sage
Cardomam
Cumin
Ginger

Page 2

Jam

Hadva
Chocolate
Fruit preserves
Seedsand nuts

See page 3: Prohibited Items
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The Harper Government is Complicit With Israeli
Crimes

A week after the Israeli commando raid on the
Gaza Freedom Flotillathe government of Stephen
Harper has still not condemned the crime. Its
deafening silence speaks louder than words,
confirming thefact that it iscomplicit with Isragli
crimesagangt humanity, not only in thisspecific case,
but in Isragl’songoing genocidd policy towardsthe
people of Gaza. The Harper government was one of
thefirst in theworld to impose sanctions against the
people of Gaza following the installation of the
democratically-elected Hamas government. It
refused to lift that embargo following Isragl’ smilitary
assault against Gaza last year and it was
conspicuoudly silentin regard to Israel’sdeliberate
targeting of schools and hospitals and its use of
prohibited wesapons, such aswhite phosphorous. It is
now silent about Israel’s hijacking of shipson the

highs seas and the murder and kidnapping of peace
activigs.

Itisinteresting that the Harper government wasted
no time condemning North Koreafor thesinking of a
South Korean warship, an act which increasingly
appearsto have been carried out by the Americans.
However, it issupposedly waiting for all of thefacts
about an |sradli act about which thereisabsolutely no
doubt asto elther the perpetratorsor thefact that itis
aclear violation of international laws.

When leaders of national governments treat
international law asamere political consideration, to
be enforced or not depending on whether the
criminasarefriendsor foes, then theentireprinciple
of international law goes down the drain. If
international law can beso easily ignored, thenweare
reduced to the law of thejungle.

Prohibited Items...from page 2
Biscuitsand sweets

Potato chips

Gasfor soft drinks
Driedfruit

Fresh mesat

Tar

Paster

Wood for construction
Cement

Iron

Glucose

Indudtria st
Mastic/glassmeta containers
Industrial margarine
Tarpaulin sheetsfor huts
Fabric

Flavour and smell enhancers
Fishing rods, netsand ropes
Buoys

Nylon netsfor greenhouses and ropesfor usein
greenhouses
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Hatcheries and spare partsfor hatcheries
Spare partsfor tractors
Dairiesand partsfor cowsheds
[rrigation pipe systems

Pantersfor saplings

Heatersfor chickenfarms

Musicd ingruments

A4 paper

Writing implements and notebooks
Newspapers

Toys

Razors

Sewing machines and spare parts
Heaters

Horses

Donkeys

Goats

Chicks

Cattle
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Israeli Piracy....from page 1

activists until they agreed to sign fraudulent
statements that they had entered Israel illegally. A
seventh ship, the Rachel Corrie was seized off the
coast of Gazaon June 5 and towed to Isragl aswell.
There is absolutely no doubt that the Israeli
actions condtitute piracy on the high seasand violate
international law, no matter how much Israel and its
friendstry to claim that Israel wasthevictiminthis
case. In particular, the fact that the purpose of the
flotillawasto break the I sraeli siege of Gazadoes
nothing to justify thisatrocity. The siege of Gazalis,
itself, inviolation of internationa law, asisthe lsradli
occupation of both Gaza and the West Bank. The
fact that Israel refuses to recognize or abide by
internationa law becauseitsAmerican patronsshield
it doesnot makeitsactionsany lesscrimind.
Immediately after the killings, the office of
Benjamin Netanyahu issued astatement that 40 of the
peace activistswere actually a Qaedamercenaries
who were heavily armed and initiated the violence,
whilethe lsragli commandos, supposedly armed only
with paint-ball guns, were forced to defend
themselves. This is, of course, what the Israeli
Defence Force routinely claims when its soldiers
murder unarmed Palestinian civilians, soit comesas
no surprisethat this should bethefirst lieto come out
of Tel Aviv inthewake of |sragl’sterrorist attack on
the Freedom Flotilla. However, as the truth has
slowly emerged, the Israeli government has been
forced to backtrack on its claims. However,
defendersof Isragl continueto endlesdy repest thelie
that oneof therdief agenciestaking partintheflatilla,
the IHH, isconnected to al Qaeda, despite the fact
that both German and Turkish authorities have
investigated that organization and have declared that
it hasno linksto terrorist organizations of any kind.
If thelsragli act of piracy had been carried out by
any other state, or by the Palestinians, thereis no
doubt that NATO warships would be steaming
toward the areato punish the perpetrators. In fact,
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the treaty obligates every member state to cometo
the aid of another member attacked by a non-
member. The Turkish government has demanded
NATO action and has declared that any statewhich
refusesto condemn Israel’ s actionsto be complicit.
However, the Americans have so far blocked any
involvement of NATO forces and U.S. president
Obamahas pointedly refused to criticize |srad for the
attack, merely “regretting” the violence. Some
supporters of Israel have suggested that even that
gestureisaninault to Isragl and that Isragl now hasno
choice but to launch pre-emptive air strikes against
[ran.

Israel apparently believes that it can commit
murder anywhere in the world and get a free pass
because of the crimes committed against Jewsduring
the Holocaust. However, world public opinion has
been rapidly turning against Isradl, first because of its
brutal and genocidal attacks on Gazalast year and
now because of its murderous assault on peace
activistson the high seas. It istimefor world leaders
to stop their complicity in the crimes committed by
Israel and demand that Israeli political and military
leaders be charged with crimes against humanity.
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