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Editorial

Terrorism - A Tool of Imperialism

Thispast weekend marked thethird anniversary of
the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacksin New York
and Washington. A lot hasbeenwritteninrecent days
about those attacks and the eventswhich followed, in-
cludingtheU.S. “war onterror” and itsinvasions of
Afghanisanand Irag. However, very littlehasbeen said
about whoseinterests have been served by those at-
tacks.

A myth hasbeen created that the architects of ter-
rorism are people who are oppressed by imperialism
and who have no other way of resstingimperialist op-
pression. However, nothing could befurther fromthe
truth. Thetruthisthat terrorismisatool of imperiaism
whichit usesinvariouswaysto perpetuateitsoppres-
sion of peoplesaround theworld.

It isnot accidental that the originsof many of the
terrorist organizationsin existencetoday can betraced
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back to theAmerican CIA and the I sraeli M ossad.
Otherswerethe creation of the KGB or variousother
imperialistintelligence agencies. The CIA helpedto
establishtheAl Q aedaterrorist network to carry out
attacksagainst the Soviet forcesin Afghanistan. The
CIA and Mossad established the Pal estinian terrorist
organizationsHamas and Islamic Jihad in order to
underminethelegitimate struggle of the Palestinian
peoplefor national liberation. Furthermore, despite
the propagandachurned out by theimperidistsclam-
ing that they are combating terrorism, thefact remains
that theterroristisare still serving theinterestsof their
creators.

Terrorismisused by theimperialiststo discredit
therevolutionary and progressiveforcesintheeyes
of the people, who, quiterightly, despise violence
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What is the Issue in Chechnya?

Theworldwatched, horrified, asterroristssheld hun-
dreds of teachers, parents and children hostagein a
school inthe Russiantown of Bedan, demanding the
release from prison of anumber of their compatriots.
Thesituation ended with the death of over 300 people,
half of them children.

Thehostage-taking isbeing presented in the West-
ern media as part of the struggle of the people of
Chechnyato liberate their nation from Russian domi-
nation. The Russian mediaispresenting theseeventsas
an attempt by U.S. imperialismto control theoil-rich
Caucasusregion of Central Asia. Russian President
Vladymir Putin, while stopping short of accusingthe
U.S. of organizing the attack, did take advantage of
theterrorist attack to demand that the U.S. put anend
toitssupport and funding of Chechen separatists. As
with most acts of terrorism, thereisextensive debate

on exactly who organized the attack and who stands
to benefit fromit. Within Russia, supportersof Putin
arepointing fingersat theU.S. and/or theAl Q’ aeda
terrorist network, while hisopponentsare suggesting
that Putin organized theattack himsalf inorder tojus-
tify theescalation of the Russian military offensvein
Chechnya

The Charter of the United Nationsrecognizesboth
theright of all nations, big or small, to salf-determina-
tion and secession and theright of all countriesto
territorial integrity. Some commentators have sug-
gested that these principlesarein contradiction, or at
least tension, with each other. However, thisisnot
really the case. All nationshavetheright to self-de-
termination, to freethemselvesfrom nationa oppres-
sion, but foreigninterventionin thenameof humani-
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tarianism or national rightshasnever led tothelibera-
tion of oppressed nations, only totheir domination by a
different set of oppressors.

Thiswasthecasein Kosovo, whereasmilar strug-
glefor national self-determination was being waged
during the 1990s. In that case, variouspolitica groups
supported the 1999 U.S. aggression asthe only way to
stop the genocide and/or human rights abuses being
committed against theAlbaniansby the Serbs. Others
supported theterritoria integrity of Serbia, whiledeny-
ingthenationd rightsof theAlbanianmgority inKosovo
under various pretexts. In most cases, thelatter degen-
erated into outright supportersof Great Serb chauvin-
ism, demonizing theAlbaniansasfascists, drug runners
and CIA agentsinorder tojustify their national oppres-
sion at the hands of the Serbs.

Inthe case of Chechnya, thesamelinesarebeing
drawn. Theovert or covert supportersof U.S. imperi-
alismaretacitly supporting the actsof terrorismbeing
carried out in the name of Chechen independence.
Meanwhiletheovert or covert supportersof Russian
imperialism are attacking the Chechen peopleasfas-
cistsand CIA agents, thereby attempting to deny their
legitimateright to self-determination.

Thefact isthat both positionsarewrong. Chechnya
(or Kosovo for that matter) isnot thefirst strugglefor
nationd self-determinationwhich hasbeen used by vari-
ousimperialiststo advancetheir own strategic inter-
ests, nor will it bethelast. However, that does not re-
duceoneiotatheright of the Chechen peopleto inde-
pendenceand sovereignty.

Nor arethe Russianimperialiststheinnocent vic-
timsof aplot by U.S. imperialismto replacethem as
themastersof the Caucasusoil fields. During thel atter
half of the 1980s, Soviet President Michail Gorbachov
formed astrategic dliancewith Margaret Thatcher and
Ronald Reaganto destroy the Soviet Union and create
oneinternational imperialist economic system. Hefa
cilitated theflow of billionsof dollarsfromtheWestern
imperiaiststo variouscrimina gangswhich used na
tionalism to weaken the Soviet state and restore open
capitalism. Yeltsin and Putin continued these policies
following the collapse of the Soviet Unionand, in col-
laborationwith U.S. imperialism, they looted the coun-
try and established the particular brand of gangster capi-
talismwhich controlsRussiaand al of theformer So-
viet Republics. It was Gorbachov, Yeltsin, Putin and
their gangster-capitaist cronieswhofacilitated the U.S.
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imperialist takeover of theformer Soviet republics,
induding Russaitsdf. They canhardly complainnow
that theU.S. imperiaistswant toremainin charge.

Thereislittledoubt that the conflict in Chechnya
islargely aconflict between two setsof gangstersto
determine who will get rich off the backs of the
Chechen people. Putin’sresolveto preservethe“ter-
ritoria integrity” of Russamerdy representsthein-
terests of one of those sets of gangsters. Thereis
alsolittledoubt that U.S. imperiaismissupporting
another set of gangsters, both for short-term finan-
cid reasonsandfor thelong-term strategic interests
of U.S. imperidism, and that itssupport for Chechen
“independence’ ismerely amask for itsown crimi-
na imperidist activities.

At the sametime, the peopleof Chechnyahave
alegitimateright to salf-determination, uptoandin-
cluding theright to secedefrom Russiaif they so
desire. Thisisamatter of principle, which no pro-
gressive person can deny. Both those who support
Russasright toterritorial integrity and thosewho,
inthe name of human rights, support theterrorist-
separatistsfinanced by the U.S. are, inreality, op-
posing thisfundamental right of the Chechen peo-
ple
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againg civilians. Itisalso used to dehumanizeand
demonizethosewho are struggling for national and
social liberation, to destabilize entire societiesand
tojustify themost draconian anti-people measures
inthenameof “security”. Isragl isagood example
of this; theZionist staterdlieson terrorist attackson
Isradli civiliansnot only to justify itscontinuing ag-
gression againgt Paestinians, but alsotojustify the
continuing existence of the Zionist apartheid state.
Israel couldsmply not exist initscurrent formif not
for theexistence of “Pdegtinian” terrorism.

Similarly, the Bushregimein the United States
would have been history alongtimeagoif it were
not for theterrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.
Thoseattacks served asthejustification for the U.S.
invasonsof Afghanistan and Irag, aswell asamas-
sveassault onthecivil libertiesof Americans, Ca
nadiansand others.

Terrorismisasoused by imperidismasatool of
foreign policy, especially in those circumstances
wheredirectimperidig interventionispoliticaly ddli-
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The Logic of Occupation

Israel openly used the September 11 terrorist
attacksinthe United Statesto justify stepping upits
campaign of warfare against the Pal estinian people.
Former Israeli Prime Minister (and current Finance
Minister) Netanyahu told reportersthe day after the
attacksthat Americanswould now understand Isradl’s
policiesand that thetwo nationsshould unitetoridthe
world of Mudimterror.

Now Isragli isonceagainusing terror, thistimethe
eventsthat unfoldedinBedan, Russia, totry andjustify
its continued occupation and oppression of the
Palestinian nation. In the past week, two separate
groupsof Isradlis, bothwith srong tiestothegoverning
Likud party, haveissued letterscalling for thefurther
entrenchment of I sragli forcesin both theWest Bank
and Gaza.

Thefirst letter, published September 7, camefrom
rabbiscurrently serving intheWest Bank and Gaza
Strip. Theletter callsonthe Sharon government, which
has proposed withdrawing from Gazain order to secure
the settlements in the West Bank, to give up this
proposal and to crack down harder on Palestinian
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cate. For example, U.S. imperialism supportsand fi-
nancesterrorist groupsin Chechnya, Georgiaand other
regions of the former Soviet Union as amethod of
destabilizing Russaand advancingitsownimperidist
interestsin thoseregions. Despiteall of itsrhetoric
about the“war onterror”, the Bush administration sent
Secretary of State Colin Powell to Panamato pres-
surethe outgoing President of Panamato release sev-
eral convicted Cuban terroristswho have carried out
numerousterrorist activitiesagainst Cubaover the past
severa decadeson behalf of the United States.

A lot of confusionisgeneratedin progressveand
revolutionary circlesonthequestion of terrorism. Itis
even suggested by somethat theterroristsare actualy
onthesdeof the peopleand arestriking ablow againgt
imperidism, however misguided their actionsmay be.
However, theentirehistory of terrorism duringthe 20"
century provesthe opposite—theterroristsare agents
of imperiaism used to attack the strugglesof the peo-
pleand to advancetheinterestsof theimperialists.

groupsoperating intheoccupiedterritories, evenif it
resultsinlossof lifefor PAegtiniancivilians. Theletter
was sent to Defence Minister Shaul Mofax, and was
signed by anumber of rabbis, including the heads of
two prominent religious schools and the head of a
network of Orthodoz rabbis.

Inredity thisisdready Isragli policy, dthoughitis
never officialy stated. Insteed, Israeli DefenceForce
(IDF) spokespeople have been trained to talk about
making every effort to save civilian lives, and the
effectivenessof “targetted assassnations’ or “targetted
bombings’. But hearing it talked about so openly by
religious leaders gave even many Israelis pause,
especidly giventhemyth so carefully cultivated that
the Palestinians are dangerous Mudlim fanatics and
terrorists, while Israel is the only humane and
democraticregimeintheMiddle East.

“Thereisnowar intheworldinwhichitisposs-
bleto delineate entirely between the popul ation and
the [enemy] army, neither intheU.S. war inlrag, the
Russanwar in Chechnya, nor inlsragl’ swarswithits
enemies,” therabbiswrote.

“Should the IDFfight theenemy, if [Palestinian]
civilianswill bekilled, or shouldthe IDF refrainfrom
fighting, and thusendanger our civilians?... Our lives
comefirst ... and wewill not view favorably those
who prefer thelivesof our enemiesover our ownlives”

On September 9, another open letter, signed by a
long list of Likud and other right-wing party activists,
waspublished asan advertisement inthree newspapers
urging | DF soldiersand policementorefuseto evacuae
settlementsintheoccupiedterritories. Theletter was
apparently thefirst salvoinwhat isexpectedto bea
lengthy and costly advertising campaign.

Evacuating the settlementswould constitute both
“acrimeagains humanity,” a“nationa crime’ and“a
clearlyillegd act,” theletter dates. IDF soldiersshould
disobey ordersand “listen to the voice of their na-
tional and human conscience.”

Theletter continues: “Inlight of the Sharon gov-
ernment’sintent to destroy communitiesintheland of
|sradel and deliver theminto thehandsof theenemy, to
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Canadian Support for Cuba Continues to Grow

Canadians have supported the struggl e of the Cu-
ban peoplefor independence and sovereignty since
the victory of the Cubansrevolution on January 1,
1959. Theresponseof theU.S. tolosing itscolony
wasto immediately impose asevere economic and
political blockadein the hope of strangling the coun-
try. Inthe morethan 45 years since then, Canadians
have opposed the U.S. blockade and showntheir sup-
port for Cuba santi-imperialist stand in many ways.
The Canadian government, for its part, has voted
against the blockade in the United Nationsand has
passed |egid ation forbidding Canadian companiesfrom
following American laws banning trade with Cuba.
Canadians have supported effortsto break the block-
ade, including joining caravanstraveling through the
U.S. carrying medical suppliesto beddiveredto Cuba,
and inmany other ways.

On September 4, aspart of anationa convention

of the Canadian Network on Cuba (CNC), adem-
ongration washeld at theAmerican Consulatein To-
ronto to protest the U.S. role in the release from
Panamaof four convicted terroristswho had tried to
nate Fidel Castro at the | bero-American Sum-
mit in Panamain 2000. Threeof thefour wereimme-
diately admitted tothe U.S. in Florida, from where
they have organized terrorist actsagainst Cubafor
morethan 30 years, including themid-air explosion
of aCubanaairliner in 1976 which killed all 73 peo-
pleonboard.

The CNC national convention elected an execu-
tivewith representation from all regions of Canada,
reflecting the sentiment of Canadiansacrossthe coun-
try in support of Cuba. It also took measuresto fur-
ther develop itswork to oppose the U.S. blockade
and the new round of attacks against Cuba by the
Bushadminigration.
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violently uproot their residentsand expel them, we
declarethat thisexpulson and uprooting areanationa
crimeand acrimeagainst humanity, adisplay of tyr-
anny, wickedness and arbitrariness, whosegoal isto
deprive Jewsof their right toliveintheir land, merely
because they are Jews. We declare that the Israel
Defense Forces were intended for defense against
enemies, not for operationsagaing Jewish citizens. The
I DF isthe people sarmy, not thearmy of any political
group.”

Theletter urges“the officerswhowill be ordered
to prepare thegroundwork for the ethnic cleansing of
Jawsfromtheir homeland, and all officers, soldiers
and policemen, to listen to the voice of their national
and human conscience and not to participatein acts
that will tarnish them, and that they areliabletoregret
dl theirlives”

It should be noted that Israeli soldierswho have
refused to servein the occupied territoriesand have
urged otherstojoin them have been charged within-
citing treason and civil disobedience.

Theletter alsotellssettlers: “ Don’'t cooperatewith
the expulsion machine, don’t accept compensation,
opposetheuprooting in practice, but without harming

your countrymen, even though they have cometo de-
stroy your homes.”

Inaninterview with Ha’ aretz newspaper, one of
theletter’ssignatories, who served as chief of staff
under Netanyahu when hewasPrime Minister, said
the evacuation of the settlementswould beacrime
againgt humanity becausetheforced expulsion of Pal-
estiniansfromtheir villagesin 1967 isdefined asa
crimeagaing humanity. Failuretoview thesetwo Stu-
ationsasmorally equivaent meansagreeing with the
Palestinian claim that | srael isastate based on colo-
nial occupation, he noted, apparently without irony.
Suchisthelogic of theoccupiers.
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