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Editorial

Canada Needs a Real Public Health Care System

The recent agreement between the federal and
provincial governments on the future of Canada’'s
health care system is being touted as having
reaffirmed the commitment of all levels of
government to maintaining Canada s public system of
hedlth care. At the sametime, privati zation of various
aspectsof hedlth care, especialy support services, is
a andl-timehigh. Thisraisestheimportant questions
of what exactly isthe nature of Canada’s hedlth care
sysemandisit as“public” asisclaimed.

L ooking at thisissue objectively, thefirst thing that
becomesobviousisthat theonly truly “public” aspect
of Canada’s health care system isthe payment for
services. Medicareisnot asystem of public health
care; it ismerely apublic health insurance plan. It
transfers payment for most medical servicesfrom
individualsto a publicly-owned insurance agency.
Even so, thereisalarge range of medical services
which are not funded by Medicare and are paid for
either by individualsor by private health insurance

agencies.

The providersof hedlth carein Canadaare, for the
most part, private entrepreneurs. Thisiscertainly the
case with most doctors, specialists and the vast
majority of medical clinics. Only asmall number of
medical clinicsare publicly-owned. However, mog,
though not al, hospitasare publicly-owned. Thisisa
result of thefact that hospitalsgenerdly requirealarge
capital investment and, at least in Canada, have never
been particularly profitable. Thereisalongtraditionin
Canada of the nationalization of essential but
unprofitable businesses, such asrailways, eectricity
generation systems and public utilities. Hospitalsare
adsointhiscategory.

However, while some aspects of Canada shedlth
care system, such as hospitals, may be publicly-
owned, not-for-profit ingtitutions, the same cannot be
said for the health care system asawhole. In fact,

See page 4: Health Care System

Israeli Aggression in Gaza Strip

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharonisusing his
pledge to withdraw from the Gaza Strip as the
pretext for the latest all-out attack on the people of
Gaza. Launched at the end of September, thelsradl
Defence Forces (IDF) operation, code named Days
of Penitence, was supposed to target thoseinvolved
with suicide attacks against I sragli civilians. Ashas
been the case with every other IDF “targetted”
operation, the number of Paestinian civilian casulties
has been high — estimated at over 100 in the past
threeweeks. Thisincludessome 30 youth and young
children.

In oneincident, which set off astorm of protest
around theworld, aswell asfrom certain Isradlis, an
IDF company commander shot a 13-year-old
Pdestinian girl repeatedly. Thegirl, ImanAlhamas,
was shot, according to eyewitness accounts, after
shefled in terror when shewas ordered by an IDF
soldier to step away from her school bag. According

to the reports of hisown subordinate, after the girl
was shot by troops and had fallen to the ground, the
| DF commander approached her body and shot her
severa timesat closerange. The commander denies
the charges and saysthe girl waskilled by around of
firefrom histroops. Iman’sbag was, infact, full of
school books — she was on her way home from
school at thetime,

The IDF subsequently suspended the company
commander, athough IDF Chief of Staff Moshe
Yd donruled that therewasno “ethical problem” with
hisconduct. The IDF has accepted the commander’s
version of the events, but suspended him because of
what was described ashisfailingsasaleader and the
breakdown of rel ationships between the commander
and histroops.

Many |sraeliswere outraged by Iman’s death and
public pressure has led to the establishment of a
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Discussion

Revolutionary Reforms - A Program for
Political Renewal

In the last issue of Modern Communism we
discussed aprogram for economic renewal and various
demands within such aprogram which would constitute
revolutionary reforms. One of the central issues
discussed was the necessity for any program of
revolutionary reformsto begin with the expropriation of
monopoly capital. Any program which falls short of
expropriating monopoly capital and which issatisfied
with curbing or restricting the monopoaliesis, intentionaly
or otherwise, aprogram of support for the status quo
and, therefore, not arevolutionary program. Similarly,
any program which confinesitself to economic issues
and does not include measures for democratic renewal
cannot be considered arevolutionary program.

The political system of any country isdesigned to
keep political power in the hands of those who control
the economy. In Canada, the monopoly capitalists
control the economy and they also control the entire
political process. They do so in variousways, ranging
from control of the mass mediato outright bribery and
corruption. However, themain method of controlling the
political processisthe system of government by political
parties.

Political parties emerged out of the bourgeois
revolutionsin England and France as vehiclesfor the
advancement of the collective interests of the various
classes contending for power. However, it was not until
thelate nineteenth century that the British perfected the
system of government by palitica partieswhichisamost
universal today. During the entire nineteenth century in
Britain, there existed avigorous struggle for universal
malefranchise. It was clear to the British ruling class
from the beginning that if universal maefranchisewere
granted the British working classwould take control of
the political institutions in Britain and use those
ingtitutionsto wrest control of the economy away from
the capitalists. Eventually, they came up with aclever
solution - the system of government by political parties.
Inthissystem, nomina control of thepolitical indtitutions
was handed over to political partieswhich participatedin
general elections. (Of course, real control remainedin
the hands of the big capitdiststhrough their control of the
state apparatus - the police, courts and armed forces.)
In thisway, the capitalist rulers only had to control the
leaders of the political parties in order to control
parliament, rather than having to control amgority of the
elected officials. Once this system was perfected, it
became safefor the capitalist ruling classes of various
countriesto grant first universal maefranchiseand later
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universal franchise of al adult citizens. The political
parties became the gatekeepers, the main method of
keeping political power out of the hands of the people.

Renewal of the palitical process meansthe creation of
mechani smsthrough which people can contest the power
of the capitalist ite and cometo power themselves; in
other words, creating mechanismsthrough which people
can exercise sovereignty themselves. Thisrequiresthat
control of the political process be taken out of the hands
of the political parties and put in the hands of the
electorate. The electorate must have theright to select
and elect representatives, something whichiscurrently
monopolized by the political parties. Various measures
must also be adopted to ensure that elected
representatives remain accountable to the e ectorate and
not to the leaders of political parties. Such measures
couldincludetheright to recall, theright of the electorate
toinitiate legislation and the right of the electorate to
decide the most important issues through referenda.
However, none of these measures means anything so
long as control of the political processremainsin the
hands of thepalitical parties.

One of the demands being pushed by many political
forces at this time is that a system of proportional
representation replace our current first-past-the-post
electoral system. Is proportional representation a
revolutionary reform? Since most countriesin theworld
have already adopted some form of proportional
representation and control of those countries remains
firmly inthe hands of the capitdist ruling dlites, it can only
be concluded that proportional representation isnot a
revolutionary reform. Thisisbecauseit addresses only
part of the problem, the problem that the first-past-the-
post system resultsin eectionswhich do not reflect the
popular vote. Some parties e ect far more membersthan
their popular vote would warrant, while others elect far
fewer members. Proportional representation ensuresthat
thepolitical partiesarerepresented in parliament more or
less in proportion to their popular vote. However,
proportional representation does not address the
problem that the politica partiesremainin control of the
political process. Since these parties are the main
mechanism by which political power iskept out of the
hands of the people, proportional representation is
decidedly not arevolutionary reform. Infact, inisquite
conceivable that proportional representation may
actualy strengthen the control of the capitalist ruling ite
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For Your Information

Part 3: State Terrorism and Imperialism

The use of terrorism by states against their own
populations and against other peoples around the
globe was systematized in the twentieth century by
theNazi movement in Germany. During theWeimar
Republic, the Nazi Party’s paramilitary wing would
useviolence againgt political opponentsand targeted
groups. When Adolf Hitler assumed power in 1933,
police power was concetrated in the hands of the SS,
a private army established by Hitler. The SS
developed a state terror apparatus which was
responsi ble for the mass murder within Germany of
Jews, progressive people, homosexualss, the disabled
and others.

Theterm “ date terrorism” wasmost likely coined
by German communists, who felt it was the most
accurate description of the new Nazi regime. They
used the term repeatedly in their writingsto warn of
the dangers fascism posed for the peoples of the
world.

During thisperiod, the big imperidist powerswere
trying to curry favour with thefascistsin the hopethat
they would defeat the communistsin Europe. Infact,
British PrimeMinigter Neville Chamberlain described
as“terrorists’ the internationalist volunteers who
flooded to the defence of the Spanish people during
the Spanish Civil War in the 1930s. He also
dismissed the concept of State terrorism out of hand,
something the U.S. doestothisday. (Theimperidist
powers have, however, all accepted the notion of
state-sponosred terrorism, which they have used
dozens of times since the Second World War to
overthrow governmentsof their choosing.)

Despite attempts by the imperialist powers to
reject theterm, state terrorismisnow accepted asan
appropriate description of the use of violence againgt
anationa population, committed either by anationa
or colonial government or itSproxy.

State terror is usually carried out directly, by
military or security forces. However, the U.S. is
infamousfor itssupport of paramilitary organizations,
often known as death squads, which have been
responsiblefor the deaths of hundreds of thousands
of peoplethroughout Latin America, Asaand Africa.

For example, the U.S. provided direct military
andfinancid aid to the Pinochet dictatorshipin Chile.
First Pinochet received assistance in overthrowing
the democratically-elected government of Salvador
Allende. Then, trained and equipped by the U.S,,
Chileen military and paramilitary groups hunted down
and killed supporters of the Allende government
Amongst many others, thisincluded the nation

October 25, 2004

of the former Chilean ambassador to the U.S,,
Orlando Letelier, who was killed in Washington,
D.C. by acar bomb. During hisreign, Pinochet is
estimated to have ordered the killing, torture and
disappearance of thousands of Chileans, al with the
support of the U.S.

Infact, throughout Latin Americathe U.S. trained
and equipped the death sguads responsible for
massacres, bombings and assassinations of tens of
thousands of people. In Nicaragua, funding for the
paramilitary Contras was financed by the U.S.
through arms sales, while the death squads in El
Salvador weretrained by the U.S. at the School of
the Americasin Georgia. So many Latin American
revolutionaries, workers and youth “ disappeared”
during the 1960s and 70s that the United Nations
formed aWorking Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances in 1980 to investigate the global
phenomenon.

Without a doubt, most of the vicitims of state
terrorism in the twentieth century have been
revolutionariesor progressive people—and thereare
endless examplesto back up thiscontention. Besides
Latin America, whereinvestigationsin six different
countries (Chile, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Honduras,
Guatemalaand the Dominican Republic) unearthed
conclusive evidence of U.S. direct or indirect
participation in acts of terrorism against civilian
populations, imperidist states have al so sponsored or
committed acts of terror in Asia, Africa and the
Middle East.

In Asia, between 1965 to 1969, one million
members and supporters of the Indonesian
Communist Party (PKI1) were killed, in what was
described by the Suharto dictatorship which carried
out the assassinations as an “anti-communist
pogrom”. Suharto’smilitary wasfinanced, equipped
and trained by the U.S. After eliminating the
communists, Suharto embarked on terror campaigns
to oppress the struggles of several national groups
within Indonesia, including in Sumatra, East Timor
and West Papua.

Inthe Middle Eagt, the Shah of Iran presided over
one of the bloodiest dictatorships of the region,
systematically killing and torturing any opponents.
The Shah, supported by both the U.S. and Britain,

was S0 hated that after hefled the country in January
of 1979, tens of millions of people poured into the
Streetsto celebrate.

To be continued.
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Israeli Aggression in Gaza...from page 1

military policeinvestigation into theincident. While
the investigation could take several weeks or even
months, the | DF has confirmed the commander will
be reposted to other duties by the end of October. At
the sametime, | DF forces continue to maintain that
the death of innocent civilians, including youth and
young children, areregrettable accidents.

However, Isragli writer Gideon Levy has noted
that with close to 600 Palestinian youth and children
killed since the start of the second intifada, this
explanation simply doesn’t cut it. “No tortuous
explanation by the | DF Spokesman’s Office or by the
military correspondents about the dangers posed to
soldiers by the children, and no dubious excuse by
the public relations peoplein the Foreign Ministry
about how the Palestiniansare making use of children
will change[thefact that] an army that kills so many
childrenisan army with norestraints.” Israglis, he
wrote, “al have the blood of hundreds of Palestinian

children on our hands.”

Health Care System...from page 1

Canada s health care system generates enormous
profitsfor very definite sectionsof the capitalist class
—thepharmaceutica giants, manufacturersof medica
equipment and supplies, etc. The profits of these
companies are higher than any other section of
capital. Not coincidentally, thefastest-rising costsin
the Canadian hedlth care system are pharmaceuticas
and equipment. In fact, theserapidly-rising costsare
one of the main reasonsthat the Canadian hedth care
sysemiscurrently incriss.

Canada s health care system can, therefore, more
correctly be described as a mixed public-private
systeminwhich the non-profitable partsare publicly-
owned, whilethe profitable partsremain in private
hands. Furthermore, as new ways are discovered to
profit from previously unprofitable activities, those
activities are increasingly being transferred into
private hands, aswell. Thismeansthat ever-larger
portions of thefederal and provincia health budgets
are also finding their way into the pockets of the
capitalists. This may explain why the business
organi zations are not complai ning as much about the
announcement of increased federal spending on
health care as they were in the 1990s, when they
were demanding that spending on health care be
dashed.

The solution to the crigs afflicting Canada shedth
care system is not further privatization. That is
actualy the cause of the crigs. Rather, the solutionis
to build ahedth care sysemwhichisentirdy publicly
owned and controlled.
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Political Renewal...from page 2
over thepalitical institutions, by legitimizing those
ingtitutions at atimewhen they arediscredited inthe
eyesof the people.

Nevertheless, within the current situation in
Canada, proportional representation has the
potentia to play apositiverole, inthat it may enable
varioussmaller partiesto participate more effectively
in the political arena. However, if those parties
merely view proportional representation asameans
for them to share power with the larger capitalist
parties, thenit becomesameaninglessreform. Only if
aparty or codlition of parties emergesto champion
the cause of diminating politica partiesentirely from
thedectora process can proportional representation
play apostiverole.

Does this mean that thereis no further role for
politica partiesinamodern democratic society? Not
at al. Political partiesare extremely important asa
meansto advance theinterests of various collectives
in society. They can also play animportant rolein
educating people, organizing discussions of
important political issues, and so on. It would only
mean that they would no longer have a role in
controlling the e ectoral process.

In summary, any revolutionary program for the
democratic renewal of Canadian society must
include, as a central demand, the direct
empowerment of the Canadian people by diminating
control of theelectoral processby palitica parties. If
this central demand isimplemented, than various
other measures to empower the people and vest
sovereignty in their hands would also become
effective. However, if this central demand is not
implemented, then every other reform becomes
meaningless, or worse, ameasure to strengthen the
control and legitimacy of the capitdist ruling elite.
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