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Editorial

Yasser Arafat - A Great Personality of the
Twentieth Century

Yasser Arafat, who died on November 11, 2004
at theage of 75, was one of the great persondities of
thelatter half of the twentieth century. In many ways
he personified and embodied the struggle of the
Palestinian people for national liberation against
U.S.-lsradli colonia occupation. Likethe Paestinian
struggle, his life was a combination of heroic
achievementsand tragicfailures.

Ontheoccasion of hisdeath, the U.S. and Isradli
media, aswell asvarious mediaoutletsin Canada
and other countries, have unleashed a barrage of
slander against Arafat, accusing him of being the
father of modern terrorism and a corrupt dictator.
There is a bitter irony to these accusations
considering that the U.S. and I srael have committed
more acts of terrorism, political nationsand
murder of innocent civiliansthan any other nationsor
terrorist organizationsin thelatter haf of thetwentieth
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century. The accusations of corruption are also
laughable coming from the mouths of individuaslike
George W. Bush and Ariel Sharon, whose pasts are
full of shady business deals and who have many
businesscronieslanguishing in prisons.

Asduring hislife, in his death Arafat is being
accused of being responsiblefor the“failure’ of the
Palestinian cause. This, despite the betrayal of that
cause by every Arab government inthe Middle East,
by the former Soviet Union and various other
countriesof thesocidist bloc, and despitethefact that
the small Pal estinian nation facesthe armed might of
thelsraeli Zionist state, financed and armed to the
teeth by U.S. imperialism. Facing such odds, it is
difficult to conceive of how the Palestinian peoplecan
possibly win victory in the absence of ageneral anti-
imperidist revolution throughout the Middle East.

See page 4: Yasser Arafat

Iraqi Resistance to U.S. Occupation
Deepens and Broadens

Asthe U.S. continues its brutal assault on the
people of Fallujah, it is beginning to appear that
ingtead of trapping thelragi res stancefighterswithin
that city itisthe U.Sforcesthat havefdleninto atrap.
Assoon asthe Americans committed their troopsto
the battle for Fallujah, the resistance launched
offensvesagainst them in Mosul, Samarraand other
Iragi cities. There are also reports of numerous
attacks on the rear areas of the American forcesin
Fallujah and the U.S. claim that it has totally
“liberated” Fallujah is being disputed in many
quarters. However, many of the reports coming out
of Falujahindicatethat large parts of theancient city

have been reduced to rubble and thousands of injured
cviliansarebeing | eft to suffer and diewith nomedicd
assistance. The hospitalsin the city were among the
first institutionsto be “liberated” by the American
forcesand they have been declared off limitsto Iraq;

avilians
Thelevd of coordination and planning involvedin
the defence of Fallujah and the simultaneous
escalation of attacks throughout the rest of the
country proves that the Iragi resistance is not a
spontaneous and disorganized struggle, but awell-
organized military operation. Thefightingin Samarra,
See page 4: Fallujah
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For Your Information

The Political Contribution of Yasser Arafat

Yasser Arafat, President of the Palestinian Authority
and Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO), who died last week, was one of the major
revolutionary figures of the past century. Sincethelate
1950s, he played aleading role in the struggle of the
Pd estinian peoplefor national self-determination.

Much has been written about Arafat since his death.
There arethose who have used the occasion to try once
again, unsuccessfully, to discredit Arafat in the eyes of
the Palestinian people. Still othersaretrying to reduce
himto asymbol, diminishing theroleArafat played asa
revolutionary leader of hispeople. From hisuniversity
days, Arafat dedicated himself to the struggle for
Pal estinian independence and nationhood.

Bornin Cairoto Pdegtinian parentshailing from Gaza
and Jerusalem, Arafat began university in Egypt right
around the time of the creation of the State of Isragl in
1948. The Nagba, (“disaster”) as Palestiniansrefer to
it, had a profound impact on the young man, who
witnessed the humiliation of the Palestinian nation and the
propagation of the Zionist mythology of the day which
claimed that the Palestinian people did not even exist.
Arafat became activein the student movement and in
Palestinian politics, becoming head of the Union of
Pdestinian Studentsat Fu'ad | University.

In 1957, livingin Kuwait, Arafat founded a-Fatah, an
organization dedicated to winning back Palestinian lands
through armed struggle. Inthe 1960s, Fatah joined the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO); by the end of
the decade it was the dominant group in the PLO.
Barred from entering Palestine, Arafat began organizing
for Fatah and the PL O within the Palestinian refugee
population. He moved to Jordan, where tens of
thousands of Palestinians refugees had been forced to
movein 1948. Aninflux of thousandsmore arrived after
Israel illegally occupied the West Bank, Sinai and Gaza
Stripin1967. Arafat organized resistance fightersfrom
within the refugee camps, but was expelled from Jordan
in 1971, after the Jordanian army failed to crush PLO
organizing within Jordan.

Arafat then moved to Lebanon, whereonce again he
organized for revolutionary strugglewithinthe Palestinian
refugee camps. Hisinfluence within the PLO grew
rapidly as he pursued an anti-terrorist policy, while
engaging and defeating the I sraeli Defence Forces (1DF)
in numerous battles.

By the mid-1970s, Arafat was recognized
internationally astheleader of the Palestinian resistance
movement. His speech to the United Nations General
Assembly in 1974 marked a qualitative turning point,
putting the cause of the Palestinians on the international
agenda. He arrived at the UN holding a freedom
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fighter’sgun in one hand and an olive branch in the
other, and he boldly affirmed the right of the
Palestinians to resist occupation and oppression,
linking Palestinian nationhood with the other anti-
colonia movements.

“Our world aspiresto peace, justice, equality and
freedom,” hetold the UN. “It wishesthat oppressed
nationsat present bent under theweight of imperialism
might gain their freedom and their right to self
determination. It hopesto place the rel ations between
nations on abasis of equality, peaceful coexistence,
mutua respect for each other’sinternal affairs, secure
nationa sovereignty, independenceand territorid unity
on the basis of justice and mutual benefit.”

“In addressing the General Assembly today our
people proclamsitsfaith in the future, unencumbered
either by past tragedies or present limitations. If, aswe
discussthe present, we enlist the past in our service,
we do so only to light up our journey into the future
aongsde other movementsof nationd liberation. If we
return now to the historical roots of our causewedo so
because present at thisvery moment in our midst are
those, who, whilethey occupy our homesastheir cattle
grazeinour pastures, and astheir hands pluck thefruit
of our trees, claim at the same time that we are
disembodied spirits, fictionswithout presence, without
traditionsor future.”

Arafat, who had been vilified asan anti-Semiteand
racist, proclaimed to the UN that the Palestinian cause
was neither. “Our revolution has not been motivated
by racial or religiousfactors. Itstarget has never been
the Jew, as a person, but racist Zionism and
undisguised aggression. In thissense, oursisaso a
revolution for the Jew, asahuman being, aswell. We
are struggling, so that Jews, Christiansand Muslims
may live in equality, enjoying the same rights and
assuming the same duties, freefromracid or religious
discrimination. We do distinguish between Judaism
and Zionism. Whilewe maintain our oppositiontothe
colonialist Zionist movement, we respect the Jewish
fath.”

This speech echoed around the world, but still the
Palestinians were unable to make any progress,
trapped mainly by the stalemate imposed by the Cold
War. Even Isragl’srefusal to comply with any of the
UN resolutions compedlling it to withdraw from Gaza,
theWest Bank and East Jerusdlem did not result inany
concrete action being taken, because the United States
consstently used itsveto in the UN Security Council to
prevent Israel from being held accountable for its
actions.

See page 3: Arafat’s Contributions
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Federation of Cuban Women Delegation
in Winnipeg

AliciaGonzalez from the Federation of Cuban
Women (FMC) visited Winnipeg from November 10
— 13 aspart of asix-city tour of Canada. Responsible
for International Relations with Canada and the
United States for the Federation, Alicia visited
Canadain order to meet with women’s organizations
and solidarity groups, to acquaint them with thework
of the Federation in building anew society in Cuba
and to establish linkswith them.

The Federation of Cuban Women isthe largest
mass organization in Cuba, with 4 million members
aged 14 and up, representing 86% of Cuban women.
Itisanon-governmenta organization which servesas
the liaison between Cuban women and the
government; it is self-financed by membership dues.
In existence since 1960, the FMC has played a
significant role in increasing the participation of

womeninal aspectsof Cuban society and life, andin
beginning to break down socid attitudeswhich have
held women in a inferior position. It operates an
Orientation House for Women and Familiesin each
of the 169 municipalities in Cuba and develops
programs which meet the needs of women in each
area. Theseinclude education, job training programs,
counselling services, and health services among
others.

During her stay in Winnipeg, Alicia met with
several women’s organizations, including those
representing Aboriginal women, and spoke to
university classes. Sheaso gave apublictalk onthe
topic, “ The Role of Women in Cuban Society” which
detailed the impressive advances made by Cuban
women in the 44 years since the Cuban revol ution.

Arafat’s Contributions...from page 2

In 1987, thefirst Palestinian intifada erupted on
the streets of the Occupied Territories, with the
encouragement of Arafat. The revolution of the
stones, asit cameto be known, wasamajor tactical
victory for the Palestinians, asit exposed thelie of the
benevolence of Israeli occupation and etched
indelibly in the world'simagination theimage of a
stone-throwing Palestinian youth confronting an
Isradi tank.

In 1988, Arafat again addressed the General
Assembly, this time proclaiming Palestinian
independence and offering theworld acompromise—
land for peace. Hetold the UN “We set out in the
PLOtolook for redlistic and attainable formulasthat
would settle theissue on the basis of possible, rather
than absol ute, justice while securing the rights of our
peopl e to freedom, sovereignty, and independence;
ensuring for everyone peace, security and stability
and sparing Pal estine and the Middle East the wars
and battlesthat have been goingonfor 40years.” He
spelled out avision of aPalestinian state that would
exist inthe Occupied Territories, with Jerusdem asits
capital. |sradl’sleadersignored hisoverture.

Only following the uncertainties in the period
immediately after the end of the Cold War did he
make concessions, signing the 1993 Declaration of
Principles that were to form the basis of the Oslo
Accords. However, heaso forced concessionsfrom
both Isragl and the United States, who wereforced,
for thefirgt time, to publicly commit to theright of the
Palegtiniansto havetheir own state. Arafat alsowon
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theright to lead his people from occupied Palesting;
he received ahero’s welcome when he returned to
the West Bank in 1994, where tens of thousands
lined the streetsto greet him. For the next six years,
Arafat fought to force the Israglisto live up to the
commitments they had made during the Oslo
process, but with no success.

Finaly, in 2000, presented with amade-in-USA
version of a Palestinian state parceled out in thin
patches throughout Gaza, the West Bank and East
Jerusalem, Arafat said no. Hewaked away from the
Camp David agreement and issued a searing
indictment of Isragl’spolicy of building settlements
throughout the* peace”’ process, proclaiming that the
Pd estinian peoplewould not settlefor half astate.

Arafat wasincreasingly isolated by the Americans
following hisrgection of the Camp David accords.
For thelast threeyearsof hislife, Isragl kept hima
prisoner in the Palestinian Authority’scompound in
Ramallah, threatening numeroustimesto nate
him and refusing to allow himto leaveto seek medica
treatment. Both Israel and the U.S. argued that
Arafat no longer had any credibility with the
Pdlestiniansand wastherefore not aviable partner for
peace. Yet news of hisdeath hasrevealed thetruth
behind this lie. As his body was flown back to
Ramallah from theforma funerd in Cairo, thousands
of Palestinians — men, women, children, youth -
flooded into the compound in Ramallahto bid Arafat
farewell. The chant of Palestinian mourners proves
the strugglefor nationhood liveson: “Arafat isthe
peopl e and the people are not dead!”
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Fallujah...from page 1

whichthe U.S. had earlier claimed to be“pacified”,
also provesthat U.S. “victories’ are short-lived and
trangtory. Thelragi resstanceisusing very effective
guerilla tactics to pin down large numbers of
American troops with relatively small numbers of
Iragi fighters. It is beginning to appear that the
strategy and tactics being employed by theresstance
were worked out long before the U.S. invasion of
Iragin 2003 and that the Iragi military survived the
invasion relatively intact and with large stockpiles of
weapons hidden throughout the country. As in
previous U.S. offensives, there are also reports that
large numbersof Iragi government soldiersand their
commanders have gone over to the side of the
resistance and have joined the fight against the
Americans.

The devel opments of the past week sincethe U.S.
began its offensive against Fallujah indicate that the
U.S. position in Iraq is even more tenuous than
previoudy suspected. TheAmericans havefailed to
deal adecisive blow to theresistance. Evenif they
eventually succeed in defeating the defenders of
Fallujah, theAmericanswill not be ableto occupy the
city for very long, asthey will require thosetroopsto
put down thefightingin Mosul, Samarraand adozen
other cities. Assoon asthey withdraw from Fallujah,
theresstancefighterswill return and retake control of
thecity.

Palitically, the U.S. offensvein Falujah hasbeen
adisagter for theAmericans. It hasnot only generated
enormous anger and hatred towards the U.S.
throughout the Arab world, but it hasa so resulted in
at least one“moderate’” Sunni-based political party
declaring that it will not participate in the elections
scheduled for January 2005. This means that no
Sunni-based political party will participate in the
elections. Infact, itislooking very doubtful that those
electionswill even beheld at theratethingsare going;
falureto hold theeectionswill further underminethe
legitimacy of the Iragi Interim Government and
weaken the U.S. position in Irag. In response, the
U.S. will beforced to step up its offensive against the
Iragi peopleinafutile attempt to crush theinsurgency.

The problems besetting the U.S. are not confined
to Irag. The election of a leftist government in
Uruguay meansthat the control of Latin Americaby
U.S.imperidismisdsolikely toface new chalenges.
Meanwhile, French President Chirac greeted there-
election of GeorgeW. Bush with acall for Europeto
unitein opposition to the aggressive militarism of the
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United States. With the U.S. military spread out
acrosstheglobe, itisbecomingincreasingly likely that
the Bush regimewill haveto rengatethe military draft
inorder maintain and increaseitstroop levels. Asthe
Iragi resistance continuesto deepen and broaden and
the U.S. sinksfurther into the quagmireit has crested
for itself, itisinevitable that theresistanceto U.S.
domination will escalatein therest of theworld, as
well. Despite the bravado of the U.S. imperialists,
these are not heady timesfor the American Empire.

Yasser Arafat...from page 1

Whatever weaknesses Yasser Arafat may have
had as a person or as a leader, he stood head and
shoulders above any other leader inthe Middle East.
He consistently fought for the interests of hispeople
and nation in the face of enormous pressure from
both “friends’ and foesdikethat he should capitulate
toimperiaism. He dso consistently opposed the use
of terror tactics by the Palestinian movement on the
basisthat suchtactics  undermined thelegitimacy
of the Palestinian cause and weakened support for
that cause in the rest of the world. The fact that
hundreds of thousands of Pal estinians openly wept at
the news of Arafat’s death speaks more than words
to the tremendous|ove and respect he earned from
his people during the course of over 50 years of
revolutionary struggle. Yasser Arafat will be sadly
missed, not just by the Palestinian people but by all
progressive people who yearn for aworld freefrom
imperiaist tyranny and nationa oppression.
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