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Editorial

U.S. Sinking Deeper into Iraq Quagmire

As the American occupation forces attempt to
crushthelragi resstancethey are setting the stagefor
the further deepening of the crisisthe U.S. facesin
Irag. When the U.S. attacked the resistancefighters
in Fallujah most of them | eft the city to carry onthe
fight in Samarra, Mosul, Baghdad and other cities.
As the U.S. transfers forces out of Fallujah to
counter the resistance elsewhere, there are reports
that theresstancefightersarereturningto Falujahto
continuethe strugglethere. The U.S. hasresorted to
the use of napalm, a prohibited weapon under
internationa law, aswell as chemica wegponsinan
effort to subdue Fallujah. Much of the city hasbeen
destroyed and hundreds of thousands of people have
been left homeless.

The U.S. assault on Fallujah and other Iragi cities
was carried out with the stated objective of cregting a

climate conduciveto genera e ections scheduled to
be held at the end of January. However, most
observersreport that it will bevirtually impossibleto
organize meaningful eectionsin the Sunni areasof the
country where the resistance has been most intense
for the past several months. In any event, all of the
magor Sunni politica parties havewithdravnfromthe
election process and are calling for a boycott by
electors.

In the Shiaareas of the country, the fighting has
been lessintense sincetheded brokered by the Shiite
leader di-Sistani to end the assault on Ngjaf earlier in
the summer. Since then the Mahdi Army led by
Mugtada al-Sadr has been relatively quiet and al-
Sadr isexpected to participate in the elections.

These events have created an explosive situation
See page 2: Iraqg Quagmire

Canada Adopts Pro-Israeli Stance at United
Nations

In thelead up to therecent visit of U.S. President
George Bush to Canada, the Martin government
appeared to shift Canadian policy onthe Middle East
to onethat ismore openly pro-lsragli. Accordingto
media reports, the issue came up during Martin’s
discussonswith Bush on histwo-day visit.

Allan Rock, Canada's ambassador to the UN,
speaking during a debate on the Middle East in
November, told the UN General Assembly that
resolutionsontheMiddle East are” often divisveand
lack in balance”. “Referencesto Israeli security
needs are often overlooked in the General
Assembly”, hesaid, adding “ repestedly emphasizing
Israel’s responsibility under international law
obscures equally important responsibilities of other

partiesto the conflict.” He said that the UN has not
adequately condemned the Palestiniansfor failing to
stop terrorist attacks against Isragli civiliansand for
failing to reform their own governing bodies. Rock
argued that there is a need to evaluate the efforts
being made at the UN to resolve the Middle East
conflict to determine whether these efforts can be
“redirected towards more constructive outcomes’ .

A few days after Rock’s comments, Canada
joined the U.S., Australia, Israel, the Marshall
Idands, Micronesiaand Palau in voting against two
resol utions supporting thework of UN committeeson
theMiddleEast. Thefird resolutionwasin support of
the UN committee working on the “ exercise of the

inalienable rights of the Palestinian people”. The
See page 2: Pro-Israel Stance
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throughout Irag. If electionsare not held on schedule
at the end of January, it is expected that the Mahdi
Army will escalate its attacks against American
forces. If the elections are held, the resulting
government will be heavily dominated by Shiite
fundamentalists who are committed to ending the
U.S. occupation. At the same time, such a result
would intensify the crisisin the Sunni areas of the
country. If the Americans use widespread electoral
fraud in order to keep the Shias out of power and
elect apuppet government loyd to the U.S,, thenthe
Mahdi Army will rgointheresistanceand the U.S.
will face uprisings acrossthe country. In other words,
no matter what happens the resistance struggle
againgt the U.S. occupationislikely to escdateinthe
New Year.

Ontop of thisthereisgrowing discontent within
theU.S. armed forces. The U.S. is suffering amost
100 dead and 700 wounded soldiers per month.
When U.S. Secretary of Defence Donald Rumsfeld
visited U.S. troopsin theregion last week he faced
angry crowds of soldiers demanding to know why
thelr vehicleswereinadequately armoured and why
their one-year tours of duty had been extended an
additional two years. To date over 5,000 U.S.
soldiers have deserted and recruitment drives have
fallen far short of their goals. The U.S. israpidly
reaching a point where it will either have to start
withdrawing troops from its scores of military bases
around the world, thereby weakening its control of
those regions, or reactivate the military draft in the
U.S. Either option isfraught with dangersfor U.S.
imperidism.

In addition to its military problems, theU.S. is
facing serious economic difficulties. Its severe
balance of trade and b ance of payments deficits, the
largest in history, are forcing down the value of the
U.S. dollar, essentidly transferring part of the burden
onto itstrading partnerswho hold vast quantities of
U.S. dollars. Asaresult, many countriesare quietly
divesting themselvesof U.S. dollarsand aretalking
about replacing the U.S. dollar with the Euro or a
basket of currencies as the international currency
standard. Thisisparticularly the caseamongst theail
producing nationswho seetheir gainsfrom high oil
prices being eroded by thefall of theU.S. dollar. If
such achange wereto occur, the U.S. dollar would
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collgpseto afraction of itscurrent value, plunging the
U.S. and most of the rest of the world into an
economiccriss.

All of thesefactors point to the U.S. asan empire
in decline, rather than an empirein ascendancy. While
thiscreates conditionsfor aresurgence of movements
for democracy and sovereignty around theworld, it
aso creates conditionsfor theintensification of inter-
imperialist contradictions and the danger of
imperidist war.

Pro-Israel Stance...from page 1

committeeistasked with working to redize theright
to self-determination of Palestinians in Israeli-
occupied territories, supporting aMiddle East peace
process and mobilizing international support for the
Pd estinian people. The resolution was subsequently
adopted by a 104-7 margin, with 63 abstentions.
The second resol ution Canada voted against wasin
support of thework of aUN committeeinvestigating
Isradli practices affecting the Palestinian peoplein the
Occupied Territories. Thisresolution also passed by
anoverwheming margin.

Historically Canada has either supported UN
motionscritical of Isragl or abstained, aong with the
maority of UN member-states. The November vote
marked asignificant shift in Canadian policy. This
shift has led several national commentators to
conclude that the Martin government has committed
toamorepro-lsragli stance. Thisissurprising given
the recent public disclosure of the results of apoll
conducted by the Canada-1srael Committeein 2003.
The survey found the overwhelming mgjority of
Canadians wanted Canada to pursue a balanced
approach in the Middle East, with only 8 per cent
saying Canadashould favour Isragli positions.

Correction

The article entitled “Imperialism and Terrorism: The
FLQ" in Modern CommunismVolume 5, No. 35 incorrectly
stated that Claude Ryan was a paid informant of the
RCMP during the 1970s and 1980s. In fact it was Claude
Morin who was a paid informant of the RCMP between
1974 and 1981. During the 1960s M orin was a supporter of
the “Quiet Revolution” in Quebec led by Pierre Elliot
Trudeau. In 1972 he joined the Parti Quebecois and
became a member of its executive committee. He was
elected to the Quebec National Assembly in 1976 and was
appointed Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs. Until his
exposure by Radio-Canadain 1981, Morin was paid by the

RCMP for providing information on the sovereigntist
movement in Quebec.
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Imperialism and Terrorism Part VIII:
U.S. Behind 40 years of Terrorist Attacks
Against Cuba

Thisistheeighth in aseriesof articles Modern
Communism is publishing examining the link
between imperialism and terrorism. The most recent
articles in the series have examined both how
imperialism has used so-called revolutionary or | eft-
wing groupsto discredit progressive movements and
the blowback phenomenon, inwhich terrorist groups
originally sponsored by imperialist powers have
turned against those same powers.

Besides covert support for terrorist groups, the
Americansin particular also have along history of
openly conducting or condoning terrorist attacksto
undermine various states. One of the most glaring
examples of this the 40-year-history of U.S.
sponsored, sanctioned and organized terrorist
attacks against the Cuban people. Thishasincluded
covert operations, such as the failed Bay of Pigs
invasion, and more open acts of terrorist aggression,
including the 1976 bombing of a Cuban airliner,
blowing aship in Havana harbour and chemical and
biological warfare against Cuba.

Immediatdy following theterrorist attacksagainst
the U.S. on September 11, 2001, the Cuban
government offered the U.S. government any
humanitarian assistance required to cope with the
devastation. It offered to send emergency medical
personnel to the U.S., as well as to accept U.S.-
bound planes that were forced to land when the
Americans shut down their airspace. These offers
were rejected. Speaking on the evening of the
attacks, Cuban President Fidel Castro denounced
theactsas crimesagainst humanity and caled for the
formation of an international coalition against
terrorism. Cubans could assist such acoalition, he
pointed out, as the Cuban people had withstood
terrorist attacksfor morethan 40 years. Thisoverture
wasasoignored.

The hypocrisy of the U.S. war on terror issuch
that the Bush regime can gravely speak of evil doers
while continuing to provide safe haven to convicted
terrorists responsible for the death of dozens of
civilians. For example, all 73 passengers and
crewmemberswerekilled in the 1976 bombing of a
Cubanaairlineflight. Orlando Bosch, amember of
severa extremist anti-Cubagroups, was convicted in
the U.S. asthe organizer of the attack. Bosch was
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freed by President George H.W. Bush in 1990,
following intensive lobbying by two Florida
Republican members of Congress, |leana Ross and
ConnieMack. Bosch currently livesin Miami andin
1996, he and Luis Posada Carriles, aso involved
with Miami-based extremist groups, gave a live
televisoninterview inwhich they pledged to continue
using violenceto bring down the Cuban government.

A few months after thisinterview was aired, the
first in aseries of bombingsaimed at destabilizing
Cuba’s burgeoning tourism industry took place—an
explosion at the Melia Cohiba hotel in Havanaon
April 12,1997. OnApril 30, 1997, another bomb
was discovered in the same hotel and in July of that
year, bombs exploded at the Capri and Nacional
hotelsin Havana. OnAugust 11, 1997, a statement
from the Cuban American National Foundation
(CANF) was published in the English and Spanish
press in Miami expressing support for the bomb
attacks. CANF Chairman Jorge Mas Canosawrote
“Wedo not think of these asterrorist actions.... any
action againg Cubaislegitimate’.

On September 4, 1997, bombs exploded in
several Cuban hotels and a famous restaurant
frequented by tourists; a young Italian, Fabio Di
Celmo was killed. When the Cuban government
arrested Raul Cruz Leon, aSalvadoran, for the series
of bombings, he confessed that he was paid $4,500
by LuisPosada Carrilesfor each bomb he planted.

Posada Carriles, in an interview with the New
York Times published in July 1998, admitted to
organizing the bombing campaign against tourist
centres in Cuba, with financial support from the
CANF. “Jorge Mas Canosa controlled everything.
Whenever | needed money he would say that he
would give me $5,000 — $10,000 - or even $15,000
(USfunds) and hedid!,” Carrilestold the newspaper.
When asked about the young Itdian tourist killed in
thecampaign, Carrilesjust said, “Hewassdttinginthe
wrong placeat thewrong time.”

President George W. Bush spoke at CANF
gatherings several times during his first term as
president, and campaigned with CANF officiasover
thelast year. (To be continued)
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Twentieth Anniversary of Bhopal Disaster

On December 3, 1984 a massive leak from a
Union Carbide pesticide factory in Bhopal, India
killed more than 3,500 city residentsin their sleep.
Another 15,000 are estimated to have died from the
effects of the poisoning over the past two decades. It
has been well-documented that the disaster could
have been prevented with simple safety measures,
but the company management was more concerned
with saving $50 per day by shutting down acriticd ar
conditioning unit for portions of the day. None of the
other safety systemswerefunctional.

Following the tragedy, Union Carbide
immediately shut down itsoperationsin Indiaand
flew its personnel out of the country to avoid
prosecution. The Indian government has issued
Interpol warrantsfor the arrest of the top managers
found responsible for the disaster, but the U.S.
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government has refused to act on thewarrants. The
Indian government has a so donelittleto bring those
responsibleto justice, asit fears alienating foreign
investors.

After yearsof litigation, Union Carbidefinally
agreed to pay compensation of approximately
US$2,500 per person affected by the toxic spill.
However, the company, since taken over by Dow
Chemical, has adamantly refused to clean up the
plant. The Indian government hasa so refused to take
responsibility for cleaning up thetoxic materids. Asa
result children are still being killed and maimed by
exposureto thetoxic chemicals. By contrast, asmilar
though much smaller spill at one of the company’s
plants in Texas was quickly cleaned up and large
compensation paymentswere voluntarily offered to
thevictims.

Subsidies to Corporate Farms Increasing in U.S.

According to a report by the Environmental
Working Group's(EWG), direct farm subsidiesinthe
U.S. rose to $16.4 hillion in 2003, a 27 per cent
increase over the previous year. Direct farm
subsidiesinclude cash paymentsfor production and
crop insurance payments. Whilethetotal paid out in
farm subsidiesis growing, the EWG report shows
that the number of smdl farmersrecaiving subsidiesis
shrinking even more rapidly, with 10 per cent of
recipientsreceiving 72 per cent of the money.

In 2003, the largest single recipient of subsidies
was Riceland Foods, based in Stuttgart, Arkansas.
Riceland Foods is the largest rice producer in the
U.S. The Producers Rice Mill Inc., also based in
Stuttgart was the second largest recipient, with $51.4
million.

Onthelivestock side, Pilgrim’sPride, based in

(- )

Please note: This will be the final
issue of Modern Communism until
the New Year.
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Texas and the second-biggest poultry producer inthe
U.S., received over $11.4 million in subsidies,
including insurance paymentsfor losses caused by the
avian flu epidemic, while Cargill’sturkey production
businessreceived $6.7 million. (Cargill posted record
profitsin 2003).

The EWG report found that small, independent
farmers are receiving less and less direct aid — an
average of $768 ayear for the past eight years.
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