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Editorial

Bush Forced to Eat “Old European” Crow

Following his re-election last November, U.S.
President George W. Bush stated that it wastimeto
mend fenceswith Europe. However, the condition he
set for this mending of fences was for France,
Germany and Russiato get over theinvasion of Irag
and lineup behind U.S. foreign policy. Hereiterated
this position in his inaugural address in January.
However, on his February state visit to various
European countries Bush was forced to adopt a
much more conciliatory tone.

In ameeting with NATO countries, Bush offered
concessionson Iraqinreturnfor NATO assstancein
establishing order in that country. The U.S. armed
forces are facing a manpower crisisin Iraq asthe
resistance to the occupation spreads and the
Americans are exposed as being incapable of
mai ntaining the occupation, let donewinthewar. In
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addition, many of the countriesthat participated inthe
“coalition of the willing” have been quietly
withdrawing their troopsfrom Irag. Asaresult, the
U.S. was quite desperate to obtain acommitment of
NATO troops to serve in Irag. Despite Bush’'s
declaration of avictory inthisregard, thefact of the
matter isthat no such commitment wasforthcoming.
France committed agrand total of one officer to the
“Iraq desk” at NATO headquarters in Brussels.
Variousother countriesoffered to train Iraqi security
forcesin athird country. Canada pointed to its current
presencein Jordan where RCMP officersaretraining
Iragi police officersas evidence of itscommitment to
Iragi security, but did not offer to increaseits support.
Inafurther effort to line up support from European
countries, Bush madeaspeechin Brussalsinwhich he
See page 2: Bush in Europe

Haiti - The Forgotten Occupation

One year after the U.S.-led coup that overthrew Jean-
Bertrand Aristide, the democratically-elected
president of Haiti, the situation in that country
continues to worsen. The alleged reason for the
removal of Aristideby U.S. Specia Forceswashis
failure to curb political violence in the country.
However, since hisoverthrow and the occupation of
the country by “peace-keeping” forcesfrom several
countries, including Canada, thelevel of political
violence has soared to level snot seen sincethe days
of the Duvalier dictatorship and thereign of terror of
the Tonton Macoutes. The Caricom Community of
nations (CARICOM), which has never recognized
the legitimacy of theremoval of Aristide, recently
expressed deep concern over the deteriorating
human-rights situation in Haiti, including serious

abuses at the hands of police and the indefinite
detention of Aristide supporters.

The U.S-ingtdled government of Gerard Latortue
routinely patrols Haiti’s poor neighbourhoods, killing
suspected Aristide supporters. Reporters have also
come under attack, with one being summarily
executed because he had witnessed the murder of a
17-year old girl. The L etortue government celebrated
itsfirst anniversary in power by executing 25Aristide
supportersin various poor areas of Port-au-Prince.
Far from attempting to halt this indiscriminate
daughter, the* peace-keegpers’ from various countries
appear to be facilitating it. There are numerous
reports of peace-keepers beating suspected Aristide

See page 2: Haiti Occupation
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Bush in Europe...from page 1

called for the creation of a contiguous Palestinian
statein the West Bank. Thisis something which the
European Union (EU) has been demanding, but
whichthelsradlis, with U.S. backing, have adamantly
opposed. However, Bush fell short of demanding the
dismantling of the gpartheid wall being constructed by
the Israelis which, in conjunction with the steady
expansion of illegal Jewish settlements, threatensto
cut Palestineinto several small “Bantustans’. It was
reported that the European officials present nodded
and smiled a Bush's pronouncement, but thereisno
indication that they actually believed what he was
saying.

Perhaps most telling was Bush's completefailure
on the issue of Iran’s nuclear power industry. For
several months the Bush administration has been
talking tough about Iran, dismissing asirrelevant the
position of the European countries, including Britain,
that this crisis can only be resolved through
diplomatic means. Bush and U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleeza Rice have threatened to introduce a
resolution to the UN Security Council invoking
sanctions against Iran if it does not dismantle its
nuclear research programs. Vice-President Dick

Cheney has openly hinted that the U.S. may unleash
Israel to bomb Iran’snuclear facilities, asit bombed
Irag'snuclear facilitiesinthe early 1980s. As part of
his European “fence-mending” tour, Bush also met
with Russian President Vladimir Putin and demanded
that Russia end its nuclear cooperation with Iran.
However, Bush struck out on al fronts. France,
Russia and China all indicated that they would
opposeaU.S. resolutionin the Security Council, with
Chinathreatening to veto such aresolution. In the
end, Bush left Europe endorsing the EU strategy of
diplomacy and “ constructive engagement” with Iran.
In the case of Russia, Bush had no sooner |eft the
country than the Russian government announced the
signing of an agreement with Iran to sell it large
quantities of nuclear fuel for itsreactors.

The Bush administration has now backed itself
into atight corner. It hastried to bully its European
dliestonoavail. Now itistrying adifferent tack and
has made significant concessonsto Europe, but with
little or nothing to show inreturn. If anything, Bush's
conciliatory tone has embol dened the Europeansand
underscored the strategic weakness of U.S.
imperiaism, strengthening the trend towardsamullti-
polar world.

Haiti Occupation...from page 1

supporters and then turning them over to Latortue’s
policeto bekilled.

Haiti also appears to be rapidly becoming a
beachhead for every country intent on establishingits
influencein Latin America. In additiontothe U.S,,
France and Canada, countries such as Brazil and
Chinaaso havetroopsin the country. Brazil hasbeen
struggling against the neo-libera policieschampioned
by the U.S. and is attempting to expand it influence
throughout South Americain order to force abetter
deal from the Americans. For its part, China is
desperate for sources of energy to fuel itsbooming
industriesand for marketsfor itscommodity exports.
Itisincreasingly competing withthe U.S. for bothin
South and Central America

The participation of Canadian peace-keepersin
Haiti was partly to appeasethe U.S. over Canada's
failureto openly support the U.S. invasion of Irag. At
the same time, the Canadian government is
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representing the interests of various Canadian
corporations and U.S. subsidiaries which have
business interests in the Caribbean and Latin
America. Having troops on the ground in countries
such as Haiti provides those corporations with
leverage and contacts for the pursuit of business
interests.

However, while the occupation of Haiti may be
good for business, it brings nothing but humiliation,
misery and death to the Haitian people. What isgoing
onin Haiti hasnothing to do with democracy or with
preserving the peace. Rather, it haseverything to do
with destroying a political movement which has
attempted to organize the poorest of Haiti’s poor to
fight for their own interests. All those countrieswhich
areinvolvedinthisillegal andimmora occupation are
guilty of crimesagainst humanity and attacks against
democracy.
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Foxes Guarding the Henhouse

The Bush administration and the Republican Party
have been quietly maneouvring to remove Kofi
Annan as Secretary Genera of the United Nations
ever since he opposed the U.S. invasion of Iragtwo
years ago. They hoped to prove that, under his
leadership, the UN oil-for food program had alowed
Saddam Hussein to divert oil revenuesinto hisown
hands and helped to sustain his regime. They
appointed Paul Vol cker, former chairman of the U.S.
federal reserve, to investigate and report on this
alleged UN corruption. Vol cker issued hisreport in
early February and the Bush administration, aswell
asvarious Republican senatorswho were pushing the
issue, have been strangely silent about theissue ever
snce.

Volcker’sreport stated that the major source of
external fundsfor the Saddam Hussein regime was
violations of the economic sanctions outside of the
oil-for-food program. The bulk of these violations
conssted of $4.6 hillioninillicit salesof oil to Turkey
and Jordan. Furthermore, according to Volcker’s
report, the members of the UN Security Council,

For Your Information

including the U.S., were aware of these violations but
did nothing because Turkey and Jordan were U.S.
allies. Volcker reported that there were some minor
cases of corruption within the UN oil-for-food
program, but Kofi Annan had taken action against
thoseinvolved.

Shortly after the release of Volcker’sreport, the
U.S. inspector general for Irag reconstruction
published another report about the Coalition
Provisional Authority (CPA), the U.S. agency which
governed Irag fromApril 2003 until June 2004. He
reported that over aperiod of 14 months $8.8 hillion
went missing, half of which consisted of il revenues
bel onging to the Iragi people. A British adviser tothe
Iragi Governing Council reported that the CPA was
demanding bribes of up to $300,000 in return for
awarding contracts. In addition, billions of dollars of
Iragi money simply disappeared following the U.S.
takeover. Eight hundred million was handed over to
U.S. commanders without receipts. Another $1.4
billion was flown from Baghdad to the Kurdish

See page 4: Looting Iraq

Mr. Negroponte’s Credentials

U.S. President George W. Bush has nominated
John Negroponte asthefirst director of U.S. national
intelligence. Negroponte, once heisconfirmed, will
be responsible for overseeing al of theintelligence
gathering carried out by different U.S. agencies,
including the CIA, FBI and the armed forces. Until
his nomination, Negropontewas serving asthe U.S.
ambassador to Iraq. He was also the U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations from 2001 until
2003, and played akey rolein misleading the UN
with presentations of flawed or completely fictitious
intelligence reports about Irag’ sweapons capabilities
that theAmericansused tojudtify their illegal invason
if Irag.

Negroponte's appointment will make him the
second person closely associated with torture who
has been promoted in the second term of the Bush
administration. The exposure of thetorture of Iragi
prisoners at Abu Ghraib prison, which the U.S.
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administration claimed was perpetuated by afew
rogue soldiers occurred while Negroponte was the
U.S. ambassador in Irag. Last month, Roberto
Gonzaes, thelawyer who wrote crucia White House
memos authorizing the use of torture, was aso
promoted to attorney general.

Negroponteis perhaps most closely associated
with the Iran Contra scandal of the 1980s; as U.S.
ambassador to Honduras from 1981-1985, he was
respong blefor organizing the shipment of armsto the
Nicaraguan Contras in the hopes of toppling the
Sandinistagovernment. With the permission of the
Honduran regime, the Americansused Honduras asa
base not only to funnel armsto the Contrasbut also to
train them. Honduran police and military officias,
with support from American military personne,
provided training on everything from laying land
minesand terrorizing civilian populaionsto torture.

See page 4: Negoponte
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Looting Iraq...from page 3

regiona government in Irbil and cannot be accounted
for.

In addition, huge sums of money have been paid
to various compani es supposedly for the purpose of
recongtruction projects, but thereislittle or nothing to
show for this money. A subsidiary of Halliburton
overcharged the Pentagon $61 million for fuel with
thefull knowledge of senior military officials. When
the inspector general advised the U.S. army to
withhold payments from companies found to be
overcharging it, hisadvicewassimply ignored. There
area so reportsthat at least $500 million of Iragi oil
revenues were stolen by the U.S. to help pay for its
occupation of Irag, an act which isillegal under
international law. In the early days of the U.S.
occupation when priceless Iragi antiquities were
being looted from museums under thewatchful eyes
of American troops, there were numerous reports
that these treasures were ending up in the hands of
American military commanders, who in turn were
sdling them to wealthy American collectors.

In other words, compared tothe U.S. piratearmy
and the robber barons involved in the
“reconstruction” of Irag, the corrupt UN officials
were petty thieves, and any call for Kofi Annan’s
resignation would surely backfire on Bush himsdif.

Negroponte...from page 3

During that era, Negroponte made headlinesfor
his close personal friendship with General Gustavo
Alvarez Martinez, the chief of the Honduran national
police force and the head of Battalion 316, a
Honduran death squad responsible for the
kidnapping, torture and murder of hundreds of
activists and opposition leaders. The battalion was
also implicated in the murders of Sandanistas and
FMLN membersin neighbouring Nicaraguaand El
Salvador. During the Salvadoran truth commission
hearings of the 1990s, Martinez was named as
personally responsible for carrying out several
assassinations of high-profile FMLN leaders. The
Honduran regime, at the recommendation of Alvarez,
gavethe Americanspermission to use Hondurasasa
training basefor the Contras.
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