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Commentary

The Stronach Defection and the Crisis of
Canada’s Parliamentary System

On May 17, Belinda Stronach, the reputed
architect of the merger of the Alliance and
Progressive Conservative partiesto form the new
Conservative Party, crossed the floor and becamea
Liberd cabinet minigter. Thismove, plusthedecison
of two independent MPs, Carolyn Parrish and
Chuck Cadman, to vote with the government,
ensured atie vote on second reading of the federal
budget. The tie was broken in favour of the
government by the Speaker of the House, thereby
avoiding aJunedection. Although asummer eection
isdtill aremote possibility, the Conservatives are
indicating that they may wait for Paul Martinto cdll

an election after the release of the Gomery Report. An
expected Libera victory in next week’s L abrador by-
election would make it even more difficult for the
Consarvativesto bring down the Martin government.

The Conservatives, the Bloc Quebecoisand their
supportersare crying foul about Stronach’sdefection,
suggesting that she possessestoo much ambition and
too little integrity. They do not explain how that
differentiates her from a host of other politicians,
including Stephen Harper and Peter Mackay. Various
other commentators have al so been speculating on
Stronach’s motives and the full extent of the deal
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Liberals Seek Base for Extended Deployment
of Troops in Afghanistan

According to media reports, Canadian
government officid sare currently negotiating along-
term agreement with the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) which will enable Canadian troopsto remain
inthe country for yearsin support of the Canadian
Forces currently deployed in Afghani stan.

Thereport underscoresthe Libera government’s
commitment to assisting the Bushadminidrationinits
occupation of Afghanistan despite Canadian public
opinion to the contrary. Opposition to the
deployment of Canadian forces in Afghanistan
reached its zenith after four Canadian soldierswere
killedina“friendly fire’ attack by two U.S. pilotsin
2002 and hasremained high.

By creating a permanent support base in the
UAE (Camp Mirage), Canada is essentially
committing Canadian forces in Afghanistan for
severd moreyears. Thereare currently around 700
Canadian forces in Kabul as part of a NATO
stabilization force. They are supposed to be
returning to Canada within months. Another 240

Canadian troops are scheduled to be deployed to
Kandahar in southeastern Afghanistan beforetheend
of the year to serve with the 1,000 mainly American
soldiersinaU.S.-led combat operation. Thereare
another 250 Canadian troops stationed in the Persgian
Gulf for deployment to Afghani stan.

When the Chretien government failed to broker a
deal between the U.S. and the United Nationsin the
run up to theAmerican-led invasion of Irag, and then
refused to participate in the invasion, some people
had illusions that the Liberal government was
opposing U.S. imperidism. Infact, first Chretien and
then Martin have bent over backwards to
accommodate every other U.S. request for Canadian
troops, including deploying forcesto occupy Haiti
after acoup organized by the Americans ousted the
democratically elected Haitian president, Jean
Bertrand Arigtide. Establishing Canadianforcesasa
permanent part of the occupation of Afghanistan only
underscoresthis.
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Resolutions Adopted at the MRC Conference
Marking the 35 Anniversary
of CPC(M-L)

Below, Modern Communism is printing the
resol utionsadopted at the conference organized by
the Manitoba Regiona Committee of CPC(M-L) to
mark thethirty-fifth anniversary of thefounding of the
Communigt Party of Canada(Marxist-Leninist).

|. Resolution on the General Line of the
Communist Party of Canada (M arxist-L eninist)

The Conference of the Manitoba Regional
Committee of CPC(M-L ), held from April 2, 2005to
April 10, 2005, hailsthe 35 years of the Communist
Party of Canada (Marxist-Leninist), considersthe
defence of itsideological, political and organizationa
line of utmost importance, and re-affirmsits general
line

A. The Conferencere-affirmsthat:

1) The present epoch isone of imperialism and
proletarian revolution;

2) Thestrategic aim of theworking classremains
the overthrow of all conditions of exploitation of
persons by persons on the basis of the constructions
of socidismand communism,

3) Theobjective conditionsareripefor revolution
and the subjective conditions have to be prepared;

4) Thetheory of Marxism-Leninism remainsvaid
asaguideto thethinking and action of the Party.

B. The Conferencerecognizesthat therevolutionisin
ebb during this period and re-affirmsthat:

1) Thisdoes not affect the strategic aim and the
generd lineof the Party;

2) Three contradictions in the world today, the
contradiction between the proletariat and the
bourgeoisie, the contradiction between imperialism
and the peoples, and the contradiction among
imperiaist countries and between monopoly groups,
remain at the base of modern-day devel opment;

3) Theworking classremainsthe most thoroughly
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revolutionary class,

4) With CPC(M-L) asitsvanguard, the working
classmust lead the people out of thisall-round crisis
and open the path for progress of the society; and
thet

5) Thereisan dternativeto capitalism, and that is
socidism.

C. The Conferencere-affirmsthat;

1) Theéeaboration of theory and the bringing forth
of modern definitionsisoneof themost crucid tasks;

2) The strengthening of theinner-Party lifeand the
strengthening of the organizations of the Party and
their work isindispensableto the realization of all
other tasks;

3) The building and strengthening of the basic
organizations at the place of work, especialy inthe
factories, iscrucia towinning the advanced e ements
of the classand for devel oping theleading role of the
working class over society, on the basis of the united
front of the broad section.

D. The Conferencere-affirmsitsfull defence of the
principlesof:

1) Democratic centraism; and
2) Proletarian internationdism.

1. Resolution on the Work of the Manitoba
Regional Committee of CPC(M-L)

The Conference of the Manitoba Regional
Committee of CPC(M-L) considersthe following
work as permanent and ongoing and resolvesto:

1) Study and popularize the writings of Hardial
Bains and the documents of the Communist Party of
Canada(Marxigt-Leninist), aswell asthegenerd line

of the Party;
2) Strengthen the collective leadership of the
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Manitoba Regional Committee on the basis of
democratic centralism;

3) Strengthen and devel op the work of the Party
and non-Party press,

4) Strengthen and develop the unity in action of
theanti-capitalist and anti-imperidist forces,

5) Further devel op the technical base.

I11. Resolution on the Immediate Tasks of the
M anitoba Regional Committee of CPC(M-L)

The Conference of the Manitoba Regional
Committee of CPC(M-L) undertakesthefollowing
immediate tasks:

1) Assist therevolutionary youth to develop the
movement for communism,

2) DeveloptheHardial BainsLibrary to makethe
writings of Hardial Bains and documents of
CPC(M-L) more accessible;

3) EstablishtheHardia BainsIngitute of Marxist-
Leninis Sudies,

IV. Resolution on the 2005 Revolutionary
Chautauqua

The Conference of the Manitoba Regional
Committee of CPC(M-L) resolvesthat the Manitoba
Regional Committee host a Revolutionary
Chautauquain Wasagaming, Manitobafrom July 17
to 24 and further develop the movement for
revolutionary culture.

V. Resolution on the International Struggle
Against Imperialism

The Conference of the Manitoba Regional
Committee of CPC(M-L) re-affirmsits support for
al peoplesstruggling for their national rightsand for
their social emancipation against imperialism,
exploitation and oppression. In particular, the
Conferencere-affirmsit support for:

1) The people of Cubawho have been fighting for
more than 40 yearsin defence of their revolution,
their sovereignty and their right to determinetheir
ownsocid system;
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2) The Paestinian peoplewho have been fighting
for more than 50 years against imperialist-Zionist
aggression and occupation;

3) The peopleof Iragwho are currently struggling
toridther country of the U.S. and Britishimperidist
occupiers.

VI. Resolution on 2006 Consultative
Conference of the Manitoba Regional
Committeeof CPC(M-L)

1) The Conference of the Manitoba Regional
Committee of CPC(M-L) resolves to hold a
Consultative Conference of the MRC on the
occasion of the 36th Anniversary of the Founding of
CPC(M-L) in 2006.

VII. Resolution on Publishing the Proceedings
of the Conference

The Conference of the Manitoba Regional
Committee of CPC(M-L) resolves to publish the
proceedings of this conference as a pamphlet for
public distribution.
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offered to her by Paul Martin. However, thereisa
virtual absence of any substantive analysis on the
subject.

Stronach’s father Frank Stronach, president of
Magna International, a major auto parts
manufacturer, is along-time Liberal. Heran as a
candidate for the Liberal Party in 1988 and was a
vocd critic of the Mulroney government’sfreetrade
policies. When Belinda Stronach began her effortsto
“unitetheright” she openly stated that her objective
wasto save the Canadian parliamentary system. As
every political system based on the British model,
Canada sparliamentary system reliesonagoverning
party which holds power and an opposition party
which is capable of taking over when the governing
party becomes discredited. In order for such a
system to function, both the governing and opposition
parties must be national parties and, regardless of
their rhetoric, both must support similar policiesonce
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Stronach defection...from page 3

in office. Thus, when the Mulroney Conservatives
were discredited over their free trade policies, the
Chretien Liberasreplaced them with the promiseto
scrap the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA). However, once €elected the Liberals
implemented identical policies to the Mulroney
Conservatives.

The problem confronting the Canadian
parliamentary system is that the traditional
parliamentary opposition, the Progressive
Conservative Party, was decimated in the 1993
federal election. The avowedly separatist Bloc
Quebecois emerged as the party with the second
greatest number of seats and, therefore, becamethe
official opposition. However, it could not play the
tradition role of an opposition party on two counts:
first, it is opposed to Canadian Confederation, at
least asit is presently congtituted; and, second, itisa
srictly regiona party with no possibility of forminga
nationa government.

The Reform Party, which had the next greatest
number of seats, also could not play the role of a
traditional opposition party. It too was a regional
party, based on Albertaoil capital, with no support
east of the Manitoba-Ontario border and its* socia
conservative” agenda ensured that it could never
become anything more than that.

The 1993 federal election also reduced the
governing Liberal Party to aregional party, with
amost no seatswest of the Manitoba-Saskatchewan
border. However, it had alarge enough mgjority that
it wasableto rulefor over adecade asif it actually
wereanationa party.

It was this problem which Belinda Stronach,
according to her own words, set out to solvein 2003
when she organized aseries of backroom meetings
between |leaders of the Alliance and Progressive
Conservative partiesto discussamerger. When the
merger became a reality, she also campaigned to
become the nationd |eader of the new Conservative
Party. If she had succeeded, the Conservatives may
have been able to make some headway in Ontario
because Stronach’s positions on almost everything
wereidentical to the positions of the Liberal Party.
However, she was unsuccessful precisely because
her positions on socia issuesweretoo “liberal” for
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the majority of the members who came from the
Alliance Party. Over the past year, the “social
conservative’ faction of the Conservatives, with the
support of Stephen Harper, has emerged as the
dominant force in the party, thereby making a
breakthrough in Ontario highly unlikely. In other
words, the Conservative Party is still incapable of
playing the traditional role of an opposition party.
Since it cannot elect a single MP in Quebec, the
Conservative Party would need to take a large
number of seats in Ontario in order to form a
government. Apparently, Stronach realized that a
breakthrough in Ontario could not be accomplished
with Harper asleader of the Conservatives and that
therewasno rolefor her inthat party other than as
window dressing.

If there had been an electionin June, the Liberas
would have undoubtedly lost a number of seats,
especidly in Quebec, whilethe Conservativeswould
not have gained enough to form a majority
government. They would have been forced to rely on
support from the Bloc Quebecoisto form aminority
government, further exacerbating the politicd crisis.
By crossing the floor and joining the Liberals,
Stronach bought sometime for the Canadian ruling
eliteto sort out itsdifferences and find away out of
thepolitical crissgrippingit. However, barring some
totally unforeseen developments, in appearsthat a
major crisis has been averted for only amatter of a
few months, at best.
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