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Editorial

The War Criminals Stand Exposed

In May, just prior to the British elections, a
number of top-secret July 23, 2002 British Cabinet
Office documentswereleaked to The Sunday Times
newspaper. Theleaked documents, which included
atranscript of ameeting between Tony Blair and his
most senior advisors, reveal that U.S. President
George W. Bush and British Prime Minister Tony
Blair had agreed to take military action to effect
regime changein Iraq in the spring of 2002, ayear
before the actual invasion began. The documents
adsoindicatethat Blair and hisadvisors discussed the
necessity of creating a legal pretext for such a
blatantly illegal action, aswell asthe possbility that
theintelligence on Irag, particularly on theissue of
so-cd led weapons of mass destruction, would have
to be“fixed” to correspond to the political agendaof
the Bush and Blair administrations.

Commentary

In the following monthsleading up to the U.S.-
British invasion of Irag, not only were numerous
intelligencereports“fixed” in Britainand theU.S,, but
both leaderslied to thelegidative assemblies of their
respective countries, presenting the manufactured
“evidence’ asgenuine. U.S. Secretary of State Colin
Powell repeated the same lies to the UN Security
Council and Genera Assembly. Theseactionsby the
Bush and Blair adminigtrations demonstrate complete
contempt, not only for the people and legislative
ingtitutionsin their own countries, but for the peoples
of theworld and every principle of international law.

Despitetheir public proclamations at thetime, itis
clear from the leaked documentsthat Bush, Blair and
their closest advisors were acutely aware that any
military action against Iraq would bein violation of
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Canada’s Support for Haiti’s Dictatorship

Canadian Foreign Minister Pierre Pettigrew was
speaking at the Montreal International Conference
on Haiti on June 17 when an activist from the group
Haiti Action Montreal splattered red paint at him
chanting “ Pettigrew Lies, Haitians Die!” Thered
paint, the young activist explained, symbolized the
blood that Pettigrew and the other members of the
Martin government have on their handsfor the death
of hundreds of Haitians under the Canadian, French
and U.S.-backed dictatorship that currently rulesthe
country. The activist was tackled and dragged away
by RCMP (heisbeing charged with assault with a
weapon), and the conference Pettigrew was
addressing carried on. Representatives from
Canada, the U.S,, France and the so-called Haitian
civil society —groups of wealthy businesspeoplewho

engineered the coup that overthrew the
democraticaly €l ected government of Jean Bertrand
Aristide— continued discussing what they could doto
bring “ stability” to the poverty-stricken country.

They reached largdly foregone conclusions. Haiti,
the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere,
needs to do more to attract foreign investment,
including privatizing sections of the country’s socia
infrastructure and creating more freetrade zonesfrom
which foreign companies can operate. The
conference, convened by Pettigrew, also dealt with
the difficult question of the asyet unscheduled Haitian
elections. The Council of Sages, an unelected body
hand-picked by the Americans with input from
Canadaand France, has promised that €l ectionswill

See page 2: Haiti’s Dictatorship

Visit our web site at http://www.modern-communism.ca



Haiti’s Dictatorship...from page 1

be held by the end of 2005. However, itisvery likely
that any open el ectionswould be won by Aristide (or
membersof the Fanmi Lavaas (FL) paliticd party he
leads, if heis prevented from running).

This presents achallenge for the U.S., Canada
and France which have all clamed repeatedly,
despite massive evidence to the contrary, that
Aristide was ousted through a popular rebellion.
Arigtide himsalf has been quite clear that U.S. agents
removed him from Haiti against hiswill, from an
airport secured by Canadian Joint Task Force 2
troops.

Arigtide skidnapping followed dmost three years
of international planning, led by the Canadian
government, for hisremoval. An*“Ottawalnitiative
on Haiti” was established by Prime Minister Jean
Chretien in 2000 and led by one of his Quebec
lieutenants, Denis Paradis. Paradis declared that
Haiti wasa*“failed state” and began pressuring the
Aristide government to accept the economic
conditions of the International Monetary Fund and
World Bank —increased privatization and opening
the country up to foreign investment —in exchangefor
economic ad. Aristiderefused. Haitian opposition
groups, led by the country’s small but powerful
wealthy elite, began to organize demonstrations
againg the Aristide government and money, and arms
began to flow into the hands of paramilitary groups.
Thesegroups, which Aristide had tried unsuccesstully
to disband, were made up of former members of the
infamous FRAPH secret police (the Tontons
M acoutes) that terrorized the Haitian people during
the Papa Doc and Baby Doc Duvalier dictatorships.
(After thefdl of thesedictatorshipsin 1986, FRAPH
leaders formed separate paramilitary groups and
hired themsalves out to provide security to the Haitian
elite and foreign businesspeople operating in the
country.) However, their early attemptsto try and
foment agrassrootsrebellion failed, with the mgjority
of Haitianssupporting Arigtide.

This did not deter the Chretien government.
Speaking to reportersin the Dominican Republicin
2003, Chretien suggested that the international
community would prefer that Aristide not bein power
by the Haitian bicentennia cel ebrations on January 1,
2004. When he became prime minister, Paul Martin
gppointed Denis Coderre ashisspecid counsdlor for
Haiti and charged himwith drawing up an exit plan for
Aristide. In January 2004, Foreign Minister
Pettigrew met with Paul Arceinin Montred ; Arcelin,
asdf-styled representative of the Haitian opposition,
was closaly associated with the Haitian paramilitary
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leader Guy Philippe. Within amonth of Pettigrew’s
meeting, Guy Philippe had led the paramilitariesinto
Port au Prince, executing Aristide supporters along
theway and declaring that the government had fallen.

Aristide was whisked out of the country on
February 29, 2004 and deposited in the Central
African Republic. Inthe hours after the coup, the
Americans claimed Aristide had resigned and asked
for safe transport out of Haiti. Paul Martin accepted
the resignation, showing none of the hesitation
expressed by the leaders of the Caribbean
Community (CariCom), who refused to accept a
resignation from ademocratical ly-elected leader of a
sovereign country as presented by U.S. military
forces. CariCom leaders managed to speak with
Aristide, learned he had been kidnapped, and
refused to recognizethe new Haitian regime.

Reportedly embarrassed by the excesses of Guy
Philippe, whose forces were openly looting, raping
and stealing from some of the wealthy elite who had
financed him in the first place, the Americans
established the Council of Sages, with French and
Canadian support, afew days after the coup,. The
Council isled by Gerard Latortue, aformer Haitian
foreign minister and business consultant, who was
living in Boca Raton, Floridaat the time of the coup.
L atortue, who moved to the U.S. inthe early 1990s,
had advised the Bush administration on how to
overthrow Aristide. Inaninterview with aFlorida
paper in early 2004, he acknowledged that
paramilitary groups were using violence against
civiliansintheir campaign to destabilize the Aristide
government. But he described them as “freedom
fighters’, adding “ they becameviolent in responseto
Arigtide- | seeit asaliberation movement.”

Not asingle member of CariCom hasrecognized
Latortue. Nor have the member nations of the
African Union or the government of Venezuela. All
have pointed out that he has never been elected by
the Haitian people. However, the Canadian
government does not share these concerns and
recognized him immediately. Martin and Pettigrew
both met with Latortue during officid visitsto Haiti,
and Martin held ajoint news conferencewith him, at
which Latortue claimed there were no human rights
violationstaking placein Haiti.

This is not the case according to the reports by
dozens of human rights groups, including Amnesty
I nternationa, Human Rights Watch and monitors sent
by the Organization of American States. Therearean
estimated 700 political prisoners being held without
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For Your Information

Haiti’s Tortured History

Thefirst Spanish colonizersarrived ontheidand
of Higpanolaat theend of thefifteenth century shortly
after Columbus maiden voyage. The Spanish were
concentrated on the part of theidand that isnow the
Dominican Republic, whilethe other half of theidand
— now the Haitian nation — was colonized by the
Frenchinthe 1600s. The French colonizerskilled
most of the indigenous inhabitants, both through
direct genocide and through the indirect genocide of
smallpox and other diseases, and began bringingin
davesfromAfricato work their sugarcane and coffee
plantations.

These daves|ed the second democratic revolution
inthe western hemispherein 1791, rising up against
the French colonia authority under the leadership of
Toussaint L’ Ouverture, Jean Jacques Dessdinesand
Henri Christophe, and seizing control of thenorthern
part of Haiti (at the time Saint-Domingue). They
formed aliances with the mulatto popul ation, whom
the French used as an administrative class, and in
1804 defeated Napoleon’sArmy, officialy declared
independence from France and established the nation
of Haiti.

After independence, the mulattos began to act as
a national elite, working on behalf of American
intereststo buy up most of thelandin the country and
dominating the politica system. Thisélite supported
theriseto power of Guillaume Sam, adictator who
ruled the country for over adozen yearsuntil hewas
overthrown in another popular uprising in 1915.

TheAmericans, concerned that plantations owned
by American businesses would be expropriated by
the nationalist movement that overthrew Sam,
invaded Haiti in 1915. They dissolved the Haitian
congress and dictated a constitution that vested
sovereignty over Haiti in the American military
occupierswhilethey “prepared” Haitiansfor self-
government.

Two decades of national resistance to the U.S.
occupation began, culminating in theexpulsion of the
Americansin 1934 under the leadership of Stenio
Vincent, dthough the Americans continued to run the
economy until 1947 under an agreement that gave
them control over theissuing of customsreceipts.

In 1957, Francois (Papa Doc) Duvalier was
elected president with some financial support from
American interests. Papa Doc moved quickly to
establish control over Haiti, with the assstance of the
CIA, by creating aparamilitary secret policeforce—
the FRAPH, or tonton macoutes, as they were
known. In 1964, Papa Doc declared himself
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president for life. With hisU.S.-armed and trained
secret policeforce, he crushed all resistanceto his
regime and ruled Haiti until hediedin 1971, when he
was succeeded by his son, Jean-Claude (Baby Daoc).
Baby Doc aso ruled Haiti with U.S. support, but the
resistance movement against the dictatorship was
growing, and hewasfinaly overthrown by theHaitian
peoplein 1986. Baby Doc fled to Miami, while a
provisional government was established that drafted
anew constitution, adopted in 1987. The Haitian
constitution providesfor an elected parliament, with
the primeminister and cabinet € ected by parliament,
and an elected president as head of state.

In December 1990, Jean-Bertrand Aristide was
elected president of Haiti, with almost 70 per cent of
thevote, on amandate of increasing socia spending
and improving the standard of living of themgority of
Haitians. Hetook officein February 1991, but was
overthrownin acoup led by members of the army
(mainly former members of FRAPH) in September
1991. Hundredsof Haitianswerekilled following the
1991 coup, and another 50,000 Haitiansfled withina
year of Aristide’ soverthrow.

From October 1991 to June 1992, Joseph
Neretteruled aspresident in violation of the Haitian
constitution but with the support of the armed forces
and FRAPH. After the international community
refused to recognize his rule, he resigned and
Parliament appointed Marc Bazin as prime minister,
leaving the position of president vacant. Bazintried
to negotiatefor Aristide sreturn, but the military and
FRAPH forces refused. Bazin resigned in June
1993, the UN imposed an oil and arms embargo on
Haiti, and the Haitian military and paramilitary agreed
to negotiate for Aristide’s return. However, the
military refused to abide by the terms of any
agreements it signed, and in July 1994, the UN
adopted Resolution 940 authorizing member statesto
useall necessary meansto facilitate the departure of
Haiti’smilitary leadership and restore constitutional
ruleand Aristide'spresidency.

Arigtide entered into negotiationswith the Clinton
Administration in the U.S. and agreed to a U.S.-
backed multinationd forcereturning himto power, in
exchangefor sgnificant concessionson hisplansfor
socia and economic reforms, including supporting
privatization and opening up freetrade zones. With
U.S. troops prepared to invade Haiti, Aristide
returned to power on October 15, 1994. However,
helost popular support after implementing the neo-
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chargein Haitianjalls, including at least one Canadian
citizen — all members of the Fanmi Lavalas.
Hundreds more have been killed or have
disappeared, and police opening fire on peaceful
demonstrationsis acommon occurrence. Amnesty
International’sreport on Haiti describesa“apattern
of repression” by the Haitian Nationa Police (HNP)
againgt “those closg, or perceived to have been close,
to ... Fanmi Lavalas (FL),” and the group documents
over 200 killingsof FL supportersby thepoliceinthe
months after the coup.

The Canadian government’s response to the
reports of police brutality has been to send 100
RCMP officersto participatein the UN mission that
istraining and arming the HNP. The HNPismade up,
primarily, of former FRAPH and paramilitary
members, the very same individuals who are
committing the beatings and murders of Aristide
sympathizers.

There hasbeen alot of speculation about why the
Canadian government is participating in these crimes
against the Haitian people. Some claim that it wasa
gesture of support for the Bush administration by the
Martin Liberalsin order to proveitsloydty despiteits
refusal to send troops to Irag. Others claim that
various Canadian corporations stand to profit from
the super exploitation of Haitian |abour. Whatever the
reason, thereis no possible moral justification for
Canada's participation in the continuing occupation
of Haiti. The Canadian government should
immediately withdraw al of itsforcesfrom Haiti, stop
interferingin Haiti’sinternd affairsand jointhe many
other countries which have condemned the removal
of Presdent Arigtideasillega. Only suchaprincipled
stand can contribute to the realization of the
aspiration of the Haitian people for democracy and
sovereignty.

Tortured History...from page 3

liberal policies he had agreed to in exchange for
POWer.

In 2000, vowing that he had learned from his
mistakes, Aristide was re-elected on a platform of
national economic and social reform. He began
implementing his election promises, including
increasing taxes on the wealthy and imposing taxeson
foreign multinationals operating in Haiti, using the
revenue to fund healthcare, education and literacy
programs. He also took initial stepsto disband the
paramilitary groups that were operating throughout
the country.
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internationd law. It isalso clear that, again contrary to
their public declarationsat thetime, they did not redlly
want the UN Security Council to present Saddam
Hussein with an ultimatum on weaponsinspections
becauseif he accepted such an ultimatum any pretext
for war would disappear. Therefore, the strategy
adopted by Bush and Blair wasto continueto lieto
the UN Security Council about the existence of
weapons of mass destruction in lIrag, while
deliberately blocking any attempts to reach a
compromisewithin the Security Council. Thisiswhy
the Bush administration was so furious with Jean
Chretien’s proposal to delay the invasion for two
weeks and present Saddam Hussein with a final
Security Council ultimatum.

In other words, the U.S. and Britain were
determined to launch an illegal and unjustifiable
invasion of Iraq because it served their imperialist
intereststo do so, and the position taken by the UN
Security Council was considered completely
irrelevant. In the end, the vast mgjority of the
members of the UN Security Council rejected the
U.S.-British “evidence” and explicitly opposed any
military action against Irag, but the U.S.-British
invasion proceeded regardless. In doing so, the U.S.
and Britain acted as outlaws and rogue states. Bush,
Blair and their advisorsare guilty of war crimesand
crimes against humanity. The leaked British
documents have not revea ed anything that the vast
majority of theworld's people did not already know,
but they have proven every U.S.-British judtification
for theinvasion and continuing occupation of Iragto
bebald-faced lies.
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