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Editorial

Creating Insecurities in Order to
Strengthen the State

A recent poll conducted for The Globe and Mail
and CTV found that a significant majority of
Canadians support areduction of civil libertiesin
order to combat terrorism. This result is not
surprising given the systematic propaganda
campaign that has been carried out by various
Canadian government officialsin the wake of the
July 9 bombings of the London transit system.

Following the London bombings, Minister of
Public Safety and Emergency PreparednessAnne
McL dllan toured Canadawith the messagethat itis
only amatter of time before smilar terrorist attacks
are launched in Canada. Transport Minister Jean
L apierre has been making similar dire predictions.
He recently announced a number of new security
measures for Canada’s transportation system,

including expansion of the use of security camerasand
the creation of aCanadian no-fly list of peoplebarred
from boarding planes because of security concerns.
Generd Hilliard, Canada stop military commander,
also received a lot of media coverage for his
sensationalist views on thetopic of terrorismand his
militaristic, pro-U.S. and anti-Mudim opinions.

All of this hysteria about the terrorist threat to
Canadiansis, of course, designed to produce exactly
the results found in the Globe & Mail poll. It is
designed to create an atmospherein which Canadians
arewillingtogiveupther civil libertiesin exchangefor
supposed security. However, McLéelan, Lapierreand
Hilliard have not explained to Canadians how their
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MRC Hosts Second Revolutionary Chautauqua

The Manitoba Regional Committee of CPC(M-L)
hosted its second annud revolutionary Chautauqua
at Clear Lake in Riding Mountain National Park
from July 17 to 24. For oneweek, participantsin
thisgathering of revolutionary youth, workersand
women from Manitoba and other parts of Canada
came together to discussimportant issues around
building revol utionary movementsand theinditutions
which support them; the local, national and
internationd Stuation; theimportance of organization
andtheroleof cultureinrevolutionary struggle.
Aswas the case during the first revolutionary
Chautauqua held in 2004, the gathering was
characterized both by the beauty of the natural
surroundings and by the spirit of the discussions
between revol utionaries committed to building anew

world. Thisyear therewasmuch gregter participation
by revolutionary youth, who werethe mgjority of the
2005 Chautauquans. 1n addition, people who had
participated in only part of last year’s Chautauqua
returned thisyear for the entire week.

Each day of the Chautauqua had its own unique
rhythm, with the first few mornings and early
afternoon spent enjoying the beauty of the natural
environment followed by people gathering for dinner
and an evening program. Different workshopsand
discussionswere held astheweek went by, including
acivil disobedience workshop presented by CUPW
members; a workshop on building new forms of
media; a workshop that delved into the question
“what isthe culture of resstance’; and aworkshop on
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Cuban Five to Receive New Trials

OnAugust 9, after morethan ayear of weighing
the evidence, the U.S. 11" Circuit Court of Appeals
overturned the convictions of the Cuban Five and
ordered anew trial with achange of venue. The court
accepted that the original trial held in Miami was
unfair because of the presence of large numbers of
Cuban exilesin that city and the biased atmosphere
that they created.

The Cuban Five—Antonio Guerrero, Fernando
Gonzalez, Rene Gonzalez, Gerardo Hernandez and
Ramon Labanino — were convicted in 2001 of
chargesranging from spying to conspiracy to commit
murder and received prison sentencesfrom 15 years
to two consecutive lifeterms. In fact, the five men
were collecting information on various anti-Cuba
terrorist networks which operate openly in Miami
with considerable financial support from the U.S.
government. Over the past 40 years, these groups
have committed numerous acts of terrorism against
the Cuban people, including scoresof hotel bombings
and the mid-air destruction of an Air Cubanaplane
whichkilled al 73 people on board. Asaresult of the
information collected by the Cuban Five, several
terrorist attacks on Cubawere thwarted.

The Cuban government shared thisinformation
with the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
and cdled onit to shut down these anti-Cubaterrorist
gangs. The FBI requested and got a meeting with
Cuban officials in Havana at which the Cubans
handed over a large number of documents to the
Americans. The FBI officias created theimpression
that they would use this evidence to prosecute the
terrorists. However, to date, not asingle charge has
been laid against the Miami terrorists. Instead, the
FBI used the information it received from Cuban
officialsto identify and arrest the Cuban operatives
who had collected the evidence. Sincethenthey have
been held in the most barbaric conditions, denied
accessto family membersand legal representatives
for long periods of time and subjected to lengthy
periodsof solitary confinement. A recent report of the
UN Human Rights Commission declared their trid to
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be patently unfair and their treetment in prisonto be
inhumane and aviolation of international standards
of humanrights.

The American lawyersfor the Five hailed the
appeal court’sdecision asamajor victory for the
defendants. In the past, they have stated that the
Five would most likely have been acquitted
anywhere other than Miami. Apart from the fact
that hysteriaabout the Elian Gonzalez casewas a a
peak during the trial, it was also common
knowledgethat any juror voting for acquittal would
most likely have been atarget for attack by the anti-
Cubacterrorist groups in Miami. While far from
guaranteeing afair trid, the change of venuewill at
least give the Cuban Five a chance of being
acquitted and vindicated.
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proposed ramping up of security measures and
restrictions of civil liberties will prevent terrorist
attacks in Canada. Such measures are already in
placein Britain and failed to prevent the bombings of
the London trangit system. Infact, the most draconian
security measures in the world exist in Isragl and
terrorist attacks are still carried out in that country.
Clearly, strengthening and fascizing the state will not
prevent terrorist attacks. Thisisbecausethe problem
isapolitica problem and the solution is, therefore,
dsopoalitical.

The modern Canadian experience with terrorism
began in the late 1960s and early 1970s with the
FL Q bombingsin Quebec. It turned out that most of
these actswereinspired by RCMP agents, who a so
supplied the dynamite used to make the bombs. The
RCMP were operating as part of Operation Chaos,
an operation involving U.S., British, Canadian and
Austrdianintelligence agenciesaimed at disrupting
therevol utionary movement of the youth and students
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U.S. Passes CAFTA but Faces Continued Trade
Challenges in the Americas

The Central America Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA)
became U.S. tradelaw on August 2, signed by U.S.
President Bush after passing by close votesin both
the House of Representatives and the Senate.

CAFTA is afree trade agreement between the
U.S. and the Central American countries of
Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Honduras, El
Salvador as well as the Caribbean country, the
Dominican Republic. Modeled after the North
American Free Trade Agreement between Canada,
the U.S. and Mexico, the deal makes it easier for
U.S. companiesto extract raw materiasat low prices
from the member countries, while guaranteeing U.S.
manufactured and agricultural goods more accessin
theregion. Thisisespecidly criticad totheU.S. given
theincreasing inability of someof itsagri-businesses
to compete with low-cost production of staplessuch
as sugar, soybeans, corn and cotton in South
American countries such asArgentinaand Brazil.
CAFTA will assist these businesses by guaranteeing
them access to markets that might otherwise go to
Brazil or Argenting, decreasing the ability of smaller,
indigenousfarmersin CAFTA countriesto subsist on
these crops and leaving the vast subsidies paid to
U.S. agribusiness producers untouched.

Under the dedl, the U.S. is expected to increase
itsshare of the telecommunicationsindustry ineach of
the member countries, while some of the American
pharmaceutical companies are reportedly quite
interested in patenting some of the vegetationin the

region for use in the development of extremely
profitabledrugs. The ded will also makeit easier for
U.S. companiesto operatein the Central American
countrieswithout having to pay taxes or penatiesfor
breaking labour and environmental regulations.

Somefreetrade proponentsinthe U.S. havetried
to portray CAFTA as an important victory on the
road to the U.S. god of establishing afree-trade zone
throughout theAmericas (FTAA), with the exception
of Cuba. However, negotiating CAFTA only became
apriority for the Bush Administration after it became
very clear that severa countriesintheAmericaswere
not prepared to accept the U.S. dictate on the
FTAA. Most recently, the FTAA agenda suffered
another severe blow with the signature of atrade
agreement between Cuba and Venezuela, which
Venezudan Presdent Hugo Chavez has offered up as
an dternative model for the hemisphere.

Even moretroubling for the Bushadminigtrationis
that negotiating CAFTA, in essence a trade deal
between the world’s biggest superpower and a
handful of itsclient states, wasadifficult process, with
Costa Rica twice walking away from the talks.
Massive popular opposition to the agreement within
the countries, El Salvador and Nicaragua in
particular, isexpected to play akey rolein upcoming
national e ections, while the Honduran government
backed off a planned referendum on the agreement
for fear the Honduran people would overwhel mingly
regject it.
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the war against terror and global anti-imperialist
movements. Therewere aso two important cultural
events—the staging of aplay by ayoung Manitoba
playwright which stemmed from hisexperiencesin
organizing and an evening of revolutionary spoken
word and hip hop. The communal dinnerswereaso
extremely important, bringing together al participants
around ashared medl, where discussion of everything
and anything wasthe norm. Thesedinnersserved asa
magnet for others at Clear Lake who were not
Chautauquans but were drawn by the warmth and
spirit of the gathering — everyone waswel comed and
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everyone participated in discussion.

At the concluding plenary, held on the Bowling
Green, participants came to the conclusion that
strengthening the organizing work around the
Chautauquawill becritical for the continued growth
and successof thisingtitution. The Chautauquayouth
have already committed to take up alarger rolein
organizing next year’sevent. Inorder toincreasethe
involvement in the Chautauquaby theyouthwhollive
and work in Clear Lake and the surrounding region,
the group also decided to hold a preparatory
organizing weekend for the 2006 Chautauqua next
May.
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which was growing in those countries at that time.
The 1970 FLQ crisis was used to justify the
imposition of the War Measures Act in Canada.
Under the War MeasuresAct, hundreds of political
activists were arrested and imprisoned without
charge for lengthy periods of time, including
hundreds of members and supporters of the
Communist Party of Canada (Marxist-Leninist)
which had publicly condemned terrorism on
numerous occasions, and which has never supported
or excused terrorism as alegitimate form of political
struggle. Several years later, two members of the
FLQ cell which held British Trade Consul James
Cross admitted to being RCMP informants. They
revealed that the RCM P knew the exact location of
Cross at all timesand could have rescued him any
time they wished, but they left him a prisoner of the
FLQ for two months so they could justify their
continuing assault on the progressive and
revolutionary movement.

A seriesof terrorigt acts, including the bombing of
Litton Industriesin Toronto, took placein Canadain
the early 1980s at a time when a movement was
gaining momentum againgt thetesting of U.S. Cruise
missileson Canadian soil. Theseterrorist acts, which
also bore the trademark signature of the RCMP,
were used to attack and disrupt the movement
againg Cruise missletesting.

A third round of terrorism on Canadian soil
occurred in the mid-1980s, culminating in the Air
India bombing of June 23, 1985. The attack was
supposedly carried out by Sikh separatists
demanding an independent Sikh homeland called
Khalistan. However, at the time both the RCMPand
the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS)
claimed that the bombing had been planned and
organized by the Indian intelligence services,
probably with the assistance of theAmerican CIA,
asameansto discredit and destroy the Khalistani
movement. There were also suspicions about the
involvement of the lsraeli M ossad, which supported
the Khalistani movement asleverage to blackmail
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Indiainto dropping its support for the Palestinian
cause.

Thishistory of terrorismin Canadaover the past
50 years demondtratesthat terrorism isnot awegpon
used by oppressed peopleto fight against their more
powerful oppressors. Rather, it isaweapon used by
imperialism and oppressor states, such as the
Canadian tate, to strengthen themselves and disrupt
the revol utionary movements which seek to put an
end to imperialism and oppression. Therefore, the
only way for Canada to make a contribution to
ending terrorism and protecting Canadians from
terrorist attacksisfor it to take aresolute stand in
opposition to imperialism and to all forms of
imperidist aggresson and oppression. Unfortunately,
thisisnot adirection inwhich the Martin government
iswilling to travel. Far from it Martin, McLellan,
Lapierre, Hilliard and their ilk are determined to bind
Canadaeven morefirmly to theimperidist systemin
general andto U.S. imperiadismin particular. Sucha
path will not result in greater security for Canadians.
Onthe contrary, it makesit al the morelikely that
Canadians will be targetted for terrorist attacks
organized either by the Canadian Satetojustify more
and more draconian “ security” measuresor by some
other state with an axe to grind with the Canadian
date.
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