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Editorial

Winnipeggers Oppose Honourary Degree for
War Criminal Madeleine Albright

On October 16, LIoyd Axworthy, the Chancellor
of the University of Winnipeg, bestowed an
honourary Doctor of Laws degree on former U.S.
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright. This act,
which Axworthy managed to keep secret until just
days before the ceremony, was protested by many
students and faculty members from both the
University of Winnipeg and the University of
Manitoba, who objected to bestowing an honourary
degreeonaknownwar crimind.

During the past few years, Axworthy hasmadea
namefor himsdf asavoca opponent of thepolicies
of U.S. President George W. Bush. However, by
honouring Madeleine Albright heis demongtrating
that his opposition to Bush isnot opposition to the
crimesof U.S. imperialism, but merely amatter of
the spinthat is put on those crimes. Axworthy isone
of those supporters of the U.S. Democratic Party
who attemptsto portray the Democratsin general,

and theadminigration of Bill Clintonin particular, as
being enlightened and humanitarianin their foreign
policy.

Even during her acceptance speech Albright
unintentionally refuted Axworthy’sclaims. She stated
that, despite her objectionsto the Bush invasion of
Irag, she believes that Canada should actively
participate in the efforts of the Bush regimeto bring
“democracy” and “reconstruction” to Irag. Shealso
agreed with Axworthy that the Bush administration’s
ignoring of the NAFTA dispute mechanism was
deplorable, despitethe fact that the current trade war
was actudly initiated by the Clinton administration,
which similarly ignored every decison of theNAFTA
dispute resol ution panel which went against the U.S.
government. Honouring such a person does a
disserviceto the sudentsand adumni of the University
of Winnipeg and to the Canadian peopleasawhole.

Israel Continues Land Grab in West Bank

Israel hasnow selzed moreland inthe West Bank
than it gave up with the removal of all Isragli
settlementsin the Gaza Strip.

Reports in the Israeli press indicate that
extensonsto the security wal that Isradl isbuildingin
the West Bank were quickly erected this past
August, when the world’'s media attention was
focused on the withdrawal from Gaza. Three
separate extensions to the wall were built on the
northern edge of Jerusalem, and construction on
themisrapidly approaching completion. Right now,
itisdtill possible for Palestinianswho live in the
villages adjacent to the north and east of Jerusalem
to enter Jerusalem. However, once these sections of

thewall are complete, thousands of Palestinianswill
have been completely cut off fromtheir families, jobs
and businessesin East Jerusalem.

Israeli commentators have pointed out that Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon’sgovernment isattempting to
negate any Palestinian claim to Jerusalem through a
combined approach of ‘Judeaization’ — moving
Jewish settlers into East Jerusalem to reduce the
Pd estinian percentage of the population —and smply
making it impossible for a future Palestinian
government to have any way of physically accessng
East Jerusalem, which the Palestinians have always
said will bethe capital of anindependent Palestinian
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For Your Information

A Brief History of Madeleine Albright’s Crimes

During Bill Clinton’s first term of office as
President of the United States, Madeleine Albright
wasthe U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations and
the U.S. representative on the UN Security Council.
An independent report commissioned by the
Organization of African Unity statesthat in 1994 the
U.S,, France, Belgium and the Catholic and Anglican
churches used their influence within the UN to
actively block any use of peacekeeping forces to
prevent the genocide in Rwanda. Furthermore, the
report specifically accuses Albright of using her
position on the Security Council to block any form of
military rescue mission. The Clinton administration
then hypocritically proceeded to blame the United
Nationsfor the Rwandan disaster.

As U.S. Ambassador to the UN, Albright was
also responsible for defending and aggressively
pursuing sanctionsagaingt Irag. According to figures
released by the UN and various aid organizations, by
the mid-1990s those sanctions were directly
responsiblefor the deaths of at least 500,000 Iragis,
most of them children. When asked by reporter
Ledlie Stahl ina1996 interview if thiswasaprice
worth paying, Albright replied that “the priceisworth
it.” Asaresult of the outcry over her remarks, the
Clinton admini stration changed itstactics and began
blaming Saddam Hussein for those deaths because
he was supposedly diverting humanitarian aid into
building up hismilitary. Whatever crimes Saddam
Hussein may have committed against the Iraq
people, thefact remainsthat almost all shipments of
medical suppliesto Iraq were blocked by the U.S.
under the hoax that they could be used to produce
weapons of mass destruction. Meanwhile, under the
pretext of defending theillegd “no-fly zone” imposed
by the U.S. and Britain without the consent of the
UN, U.S. and British bombers destroyed Iraqgi
pharmaceutical factories, hospitals and water
trestment plants.

During the early years of the first Clinton
adminigtration, MadeleineAlbright dso played akey
rolein shaping U.S. policy towardsthe Balkans. U.S.
imperialism had just emerged as the world's sole
military superpower and was anxious to use that
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position to stop its economic downslide and block
theemergence of any challengerstoitsimperid rule.
German imperialism was eager to useitsinfluence
over Croatia to consolidate its control over the
Danube transportation route and accessto Middle
Eastern oil. For its part, the U.S. was desperate to
block the German expang on southward, but it had no
traditiond dliesinthe Bakans. Following Albright’'s
advice, the Clinton administration championed the
Bosnian cause and interfered in the negotiations
between the Bosnians, Croatiansand Serbsinsuch a
way as to block any peaceful settlement to the
dispute over Bosnia's secession from Yugodavia At
the same time, U.S. emissaries were assuring
Yugoslavia's Slobodan Milosevic that the U.S.
considered Bosnia to be an internal affair of
Yugoslavia, encouraging the Serbs to pursue an
expansonist policy towards Bosnia. Of course, when
civil war inevitably broke out, the U.S. promptly
declared its “humanitarian duty” to protect the
Bosniansfrom the Serbs.

Albright was U.S. Secretary of State during
Clinton’s second term and oversaw the bombing of a
pharmaceutical factory in Sudan which was
producing crucial vaccinesfor the Sudanese people.
Once again the excuse given by the Clinton
administration wasthat thefacility wasbeing used to
produce weapons of mass destruction, although
subsequent investigations proved these claimsto be
totally false. Infact, the U.S. pharmaceutical giants
have had a long-standing dispute with African
pharmaceutical manufacturers because they have
been providing cheap vaccines and medicinesto the
African people, cutting into the profits of the U.S.
drug cartels. It has become clear that this act by
Clinton and Albright had nothing to do with
combating terrorism or the production of “weapons
of mass destruction” and everything to do with
eliminating competition to the U.S. pharmaceutical
monopolies.

DuringAlbright'sfind yearsas Clinton's Secretary
of State sheonce againinterfered inthe Bakans. The
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Israel Moves to Set Up Apartheid Justice System
in Gaza

Thelgadi parliament iscurrently consdering ahill
which, if enacted, will enable Isragli police and
security forcesto treat Palestiniansliving in Gaza
differently before the law than Israglis. The bill,
entitled the Criminal L aw Procedures Bill (Powers of
Implementation— Specid Directivesfor Investigating
Security Violations Perpetrated by Non-Citizens),
was gpproved by the Ministerial Committeefor Legd
Affairs on October 9 and will soon be before
members of the lsraeli Knesset for debate. Thebill
proposesthe creation of two separate proceduresfor
investigation, interrogation and detention —onefor
Israelis and one for “non-lsraelis” — that is
Pdeginians

The bill was recommended by Israel’s General
Security Services (GSS) following the disengagement
from the Gaza Strip. Oncethe lsragli Defence Forces
(IDF) pulled out of Gaza, military rule, under which
IDF soldierswere ableto disregard all requirements
of Israeli and international law, was automatically
cancelled. The GSSmoved quickly tofill thisgap by
recommending the new bill, under which “non-
Israeli” national's suspected of “security offences”
could be held and investigated for 96 hours without
being brought before ajudge. Isragli criminal law
currently requires any suspect being investigated to
be brought before a judge within 48 hours. The
legidationwould not gpply to Pdestinianslivinginthe
West Bank becausethey arestill under military rule.

Thebill also proposes extending detention times
for Palestiniansto 20 days, up from the 15 daysfor
which any Isragli can be held. Under the new bill a
non-lsraeli being detained by GSS could aso have
his or her detention extended by the country’s
Attorney General without appearing before acourt,
something that could not happen to an Isradli.

Thebill would dso empower asingle Justice of the
Supreme Court to prevent a detained Palestinian
from meeting with an attorney for 50 days, while
Israeliscan only be denied accessto legal counsdl for
amaximum of 21 daysand eventhen, any Isradli can
appeal such adenial, aright denied to Palestinians
under thishill.

Adalah, theLegd Centrefor Isradli Arab Minority
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Rights, haswritten to Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
and other senior cabinet ministers, demanding the
cancellation of thebill. Intheletter, Adalah attorney
Abeer Baker points out that the bill aims to re-
legidate defactomilitary ruleintheform of Isragli
laws applicable only to Paestinians, something which
gravely violatestherightsof detained Paestiniansto
equdity inlegd proceduresandtoreceiveafair trid.
He also notes that the bill as a whole is
unconstitutional and violates international human
rights law, which stipul ates that detainees be treated
in accordance with the principle of equality and
civilianlawsregardless of their national belonging or
nationdlity.
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dSate.

|srael has aso used the past few monthsto rapidly
expand thewall into other parts of theWest Bank. In
total, the West Bank wall isnow over 600 km long
and, when completed, will result in absorption of over
onethird of the West Bank into Israel. Thelsradli
government iswidely expected to proclamthewall is
Israel’s new border, once its construction is
complete.
In addition, at ameeting of the Likud Party and its
aliesin September, Sharonisreported to havesaid it
was important to expand the settlements without
drawing theworld sattention. Thelsragli newspaper
Ha aretz quoted him as saying: “ There’'sno need to
talk. We need to build, and we' re building without
taking.”
According to mediareports, new building of Jewish
settlementsduring thefirst quarter of 2005 wasup by
83 percent compared to the same period in 2004.
About 4,000 homes are currently under construction
inthe West Bank settlements, with thousands more
homes approved for construction in the areas seized
by Israel sinceAugust. The population in the West
Bank settlements has also increased by roughly
14,000 so far in 2005 — compared with the 8,500
settlerswho were withdrawn from the Gaza Strip.
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Madeleine Albright...from page 2

Kosovar Albanians have been struggling for
independence from Yugodaviaand reunification with
Albaniaever since Britain divided the country at the
end of the Balkan Warsand gave haf of Albaniatothe
newly-established Kingdom of Yugoslavia. This
strugglere-emerged after the desth of Yugodav |eader
Tito when his successors decided to consolidate their
power in Serbia by extinguishing Kosovo's
autonomous status. The Serb campaign against the
Albanians reached a peak in the early 1980s with
Yugodav tanksrolling into Prishtinaand the closing of
al Albanian-language schoolsand universities. Inthe
late 1980s Slobodan Milosevic once again played the
Kosovo card in order to consolidate his position as
leader of the Yugoslavian state. He addressed a
Prishtinarally of over one million Serbs (over 90
percent of whom were brought in from Serbia) and
pledged to them that Kosovo would never again be
granted autonomy, but would remain a Serbian
province. Milosevic was swept to power on the
resulting wave of Serbian chauvinism and the
K osovar Albanians began an armed strugglefor sdlf-
determination. Milosevic’s speech in Prishtina so
alarmed the Croatian and Slovenian sections of the
League of Yugodav Communiststhat they withdrew
from the party, setting in motion the eventsthat led to
the eventual secession of Croatia, Slovenia and
Bosniafrom the Yugoslav Federation. It should be
noted that during this period the U.S. government
refused to condemn the Yugodav attacks against the
nationa rights of the Kosovar Albanians.

Withthefdl of socidisminAlbania theU.S. State
Department took over de facto control of the
Albanian government. However, the 1997 armed
uprising inAlbaniaforced the U.S. administratorsto
flee Tirana for a period of time and weakened
American control over the Balkans. However,
Albright and the Clinton administration saw an
opportunity to regain their control by taking over
Kosovo. During the late 1990s the armed struggle of
the Kosovar Albanians was escalating under the
leadership of the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA).
Initially the U.S. opposed the KLA as a terrorist
organization and the KLA leadership rejected any
aliancewith U.S. imperiaism. However, following
their ouster from Albania in 1997 the Americans
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changed their position. They began to woo some of
the military leaders of the KLA with promises of
weapons and training and by 1999 the Americans
had, for al intents and purposes, taken over that
organization. At the Rambouiillet talksin early 1999,
theAmericans, led by Albright, drafted an agreement
that they knew Yugoslavia could not sign since it
would mean the end of Yugoslavian sovereignty.
Milosevic responded to the collapse of the
Rambouiillet talksby escdating the Yugodav military
offensive against the KLA. This was the excuse
needed by the Americansto intervene. Claiming that
the Serbs were committing genocide, the U.S.
imperiaists, led by Clinton and Albright, declared
that it wastheir “humanitarian duty” to intervene
militarily to “protect” the Kosovar Albanians. Asa
result, NATO forces bombed Yugoslavia for 78
days, eventually forcing the Milosevic regime to
concede defeat and agree to the de facto secession
of Kosovo. The war against Yugoslavia was also
used by the Americansto re-establish their military
control over Albania. Despite their claims of
“humanitarian duty”, since establishing their control
over Kosovo the U.S. imperidists have shownlittle
regard for thewellbeing of the Kosovar Albanians,
abandoning them to the mercies of variouscriminal
gangsand drug lords.

Thisisthelegacy of MadeleineAlbright and the
Clinton Democrats, whom LIoyd Axworthy would
have us believe were a humanitarian and peace-
lovinglot, to be much preferred to thewarmongering
Bushregime.
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